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JOVIAL JESTER, 


UA 


TIM, GRIN® DELIGHT, 


RIDER to a capital houſe in Watlingsſtreet, beingon u 
journey, was attacked a ſew miles beyond Winchelter, 

by a lingle highwayman, who —_ him by ſurpriſe, 
robbed him of his purſe and pocket book, containing caſh 
und notes to a conſiderable amount. Sir, (ſaid the rider 
with great preſence of mind, 1 have ſuffered you to take 
my property, and you are very welcome to it; It is my 
maſter's, and the loſs cannot do him much harm: but as 
it will look very cowardly in me to have been robbed 
without making w reſiſtance, I ſhould take it kind in 
_ juſt to fire a piſtol through my hat. With all my 
cart (ſaid the highwayman), whereabout will you nave 
the hall ?“ - Here, ſaid the rider, juſt by the ſide of the 
button — The unthinking highwayman was as good as his 
word ; but the moment he fred, the rider knocked hiw off his 
horſe, and with the aſſi ſtance of a traveller, who juſt at 
that time arrived, lodged the highwayman in Wincheſter 


Goal, 
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The Marquis of Carmarthen belng at Mitchens)', 
efron at Margate, was much falſeſte by a pay 
man ta buy fame toathpicks Well, faid the 2 
what is the price of your roothpicks A guinea a piece, 
replied the man, A guinea a piece! faid the Marquis, 
why touthpicks muſt be very [carce at Margate, finely, 
by your aſking ſuch an exhorbitant price F No, replie| 
the man, touthpicks* are not ſcarce — but Marqui/e; 


arc, 


Foote was very fond of good eating and drinking, and 
naturally frequented thoſe tables where the beſt was to be 
ſound, He one day not long before his death, called upon 
an Alderman in the city (with whon: he was intimately 
acquninted) juſt at dinner time, when, inſtead of the 
uſual delicacies, he law only ſome green peas ſoup, and a 
neck of mutton ; he ſuſſered both to be taken away, and 
ſaid he ſhoul1 wait for ſomething elſe. The alderman | 
could not refrain telling him, that they had an accident 
in the morning which ſpoiled the whole dinner, and no- 
thing had eſcaped the cataſtrophe but theſe two diſhes, 
for the kitchen chimney had fallen in. Oh! is it fo, 
ſaid Foote, then John, bring back the mutton, for 1 ſee 


it is neck or nothing with us. 


A party of gentlemen at the Baptiſt's Head Coflce- 
houſe, one evening, made an appointment to ſet out 
early the next morning for Cox-Heath camp; one ot 
them {aid he was fo drowſy in a morning, that he could 
not wake without being called. An Iriſh gentleman, 
one of the party, ſaid, for his part, it was no trouble to 
"Him, to riſe early, for he had been ſo fortunate as to buy 
an alarum, and therefore he had nothing to do but to pull 
the ſtring; and then he could wake himſelf at what hour he 


pleaſed. 


A rider to a capital houſe in the city, celebrated for 


kis humour, as very many of his fraternity are, being 
| at 
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gf fyifinl, invited ne les than Nis quakers t6 y With 
him af bis quarters: prefertly alter, lane of the Friends 
wels Anxious ty hear the rider fins, but being tnean= 
ifient with teir plan of purity, ta requeſt ty profanc a 
favour, they went a round abant way ta wark, Friend, 
ſaid ane,  Voſt nat thee ſometimes amuſe thylelf by 
linging a ſang f' 1 do, (aid he, „ Then if thon art in- 
clined, reſumed old broad brim, to amnle thyſelf aſter 
that manner now, we thall not oppoſe thee,” Aſter ze“ 
en ted folicitations of this kind, he benannte mile him— 
1 in that way, and the friends ſeemed as mung!“ amuſed 
as he, It is to he obſerved, that it was Saturday night, 
and the clock ſtruck twelve juſt as he had ſung three 
verſes of a ſong, not famed for its ſtrict accordance 
with the rules of modeſty ; the rider pauled, and ſaid he 
did not chuſe to proceed, as it was Sunday morning, -- 
Thou mayſt finiſh thy ſong, friend, ſuid one of then, for 1 
can aſſure thee that clock goes five minutes ton faſt, 


In a ſtorm at ſea, Mr, Swain, chaplain of the Rutland, 
aſked one of the crew, if he thought there was any dan- 
ger? O yes, replied the ſ1ilor, if it blows as hard as it 
does now, we thall all be in Heaven before twelve o'cluck 
to night, The chaplain terrificd at the expreſſion, cried 
out, O Goa forbid . 


A gentleman being under the hands of a political 
barber who was ſhaving his heal, the tonſor was giving 
him an account of the ſeat of the late war in America, and 
deſcribing General Provoſt's ſituation b-lore Charles- 
Town. The barber growing rather tedious, and talking 
too much, the gentleman told him that he hoped he was 
not drawing a map of the country on Lis head with a razor. 


The famous Weſton, of ſacetious memory, having 
borrowed on note, the ſun of ive pounds, and failing 
in payment, the gentleman who had lent the money, 
took occaſion indiſcreetly to talk of it in the public toffee. 
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houſe, which obliged Weſton to take notice of it; fo thut 
it came to a challenge, Being got into the field, the 
gentleman a little tender in the point of courage, offered 
him the note to make it up, to which our hero readily 
conſented, and had the note delivered. But now, ſaid 
the gentleman, if we ſhould return without fighting, eur 
companions will laugh at us; theicfore let us give one 
another a ſlight ſcratch, and ſay we wounded one another, 
With all my heart, ſays Weſton, come, Til wound you firſt ; 
ſo drawing his ſword, he whipt it through the fleſhy part 
ot his antagoniſt's arm, till he brought the very tears in 
his eyes. This done, and the wound tied up with a 
handkerchief ; Come, ſaid the gentleman, Where ſhall [ 
wound you ? Weſton putting himſelf in a poſture of de- 
fence, Where you can, by G—d, Sir. Well, well, ſays 
the other, I can ſwear I received this wouns of you, and ſo 
marched off contentedly. 


On a certain lady's meeting a gentleman whom ſhe 
lad not ſeen for ſome time, aſked him if he was married? 
No, madam, 1eplied he. How extremely well and freſh 
You look, cried the lady, ſurely you make uſe of viper 

broth ? On the contrary, madam, ſaid the gentleman, 
the cauſe I look ſo well is, that I am not married, and con- 
ſequently have nothing to do with Vipers. 


When the celebrated Beau Naſh was ill, Doctor Cheyne 
wrote a preſcription for him. The next day the doctor 
coming to ſee his patient, enquired if he had followed his 
— tion? No faith Doctor, ſaid Naſh, if J had I 


ould have broke my neck, for 1 threw it out of a two pair 
: of ſtairs wind. : 


A highwayman preſenting a blunderbuſs to a gentle- 
man in hischariot, — his money, with the uſual 
compliment: the gentleman readily ſurrendered his 
purſe, containing about ſixty guineas, and told the high» 
wayman, that for his own ſaſety, he had better put the 


xobbery 
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robbery upon the footing of an exchange, by ſelling him 
the blunderbuſs for what he had juſt now taken from him. 
With all my heart ſaid the highwayman, and gave it the 
gentleman, who inſtantly turned the muzzle towards 
him, and told him if he did not re-deliver his purſe he 
would ſhoot him. That you may, if you can, replied the 
highwayman, for I promiſe you it is not loaded, and rode 
off very cooly with his booty. 


At an entertainment given by the heads of a pariſh, 
to which Charles Banniſter was invited, the company, 
when the glaſs had gone round a little, began to fing and 
be merry ; when the clerk of the pariſh, who ſung very 
agreeably, was ſo conſcious of his merit, that he began to 
grow very troubleſome, and would not ſuffer any gen- 
tleman to fing, except ſuch ſongs as he thought proper to 
call for, Hey dey, Mr. Amen, ſays Charles, this is 
making too free methinks; for though you make the 
company ſing what you pleaſe of a Sunday, I can ſee no 
reaſon you ſhould oblige them to do ſo every day in the 
week, | * 


The Prince of Wales having a mind to divert himſelf 
incog. went to ſee a bull baiting near Hockley in the 
Hole. The bull, being true game, gave a great deal of 
ſport, and foiled every dog that attacked him. At laſt 
old Towzer, whoſe owner was a butcher in Clare-Market, 
and ſto d cloſe to the Prince, fairly pinned the bull. At 
which the butcher, in the joy of his heart, gave his Royal 
Highneſs a ſwinging clap on the back, ſaying, See there, 
my Prince, that is my dog, damme but it is. 


A gentleman on his travels called his ſervant to the 
ſide of the poſt · chaiſe. Tom, ſays he, here is a guinea, 
which is too lightꝭ and I can get nobody to take it, do 
you ſee-and part with it ſome how or other on the road. 
Yes, Sir, ſays the footman, I will endeavour. When 
they came to their inn at night, the gentleman called to 
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his ſervant to know if he had paſſed off the guinea ? Yes, 
Sir, fays the man, I did it ſlily.-Aye! Tom, fays the 
maſter, I fancy thou art a ſly ſort of a fellow; but tell 
me how ? Why, Sir, ſays the footman, the people re- 
fuled it at breakfaſt, and ſo they did where your honour 
dined ; but as I had a groat to pay at the turnpike, J 
whipped it in between the halfpence, and the man' put it in his 
pocket, and never ſaw it, x 


C 
A young gentleman having got his neighbour's 'maid 
With child, the maſter, a grave man, came to expoſtu- 
late with him about it, Sir, ſaid he, I wonder you 
could do ſo? Prithee where is the wonder, ſays the other, 
if ſhe had got me with child, you might have wondered in- 


_ deed. 


A highlander who ſold brooms, went into a barber's 
ſhop in Glaſgow to get ſhaved, The barber bought one 
of his brooms, and after he had ſhaved him, aſked the 
price. Two-pence, laid the Highlander. No, no, 
ſaid the barber, I'll give you a penny; if that does not 
ſatisfy you, take your broom again, and we'll not make 
a bargain, The highlander took it, and aſked what he 
had to pay.“ A penny, ſays Strap. No, by my faith, 
ſays Duncan, I'll give you a halfpenny, if that dees not 
ſatisfy you, put en my beard as it was before, and we'll not 


make a bargain,” 


A certain candidate for a borough ſome years ago, had 
among his committee of friends, one man who was re- 
markably ugly. When, aſter the election, the ſucceſsful 
candidate was expreſſing his gratitude to them, he beg- 
ged in particular to thank * that gentleman for the ory 


remarkatle countenance he had ſhewn during the whole 
buſineſs, 


A gentleman had lately occaſion to call on an acquaint- 
ance, and enquiring of an Iriſh ſervant if his maſter was 
at 


Tay 


at home, was told that he was not, * When will he re- 
turn?” ſaid the gentleman. * By J -s ſaid Teague, 
when my maſter gives orders to ſay that he is not at home, 
it is impoſſible to fay when he will return, 


The Queen Chriſtiana, paſſing by a village in Franc-g. 
was harangued by a Conſul, who was a Calviniſt; te 
was eloquent, and ſhe hearkened to him with attention 
and pleaſure : but fir, ſaid ſhe to the Conſul, you have 
neither ſpoken of my abdication, nor of my converſion to 
the Catholic Faith, Madam, replied he, I undertook to 
pronounce your eulogium, not to give your hiſtory, 


At a late aſſizes, when the judge had with every due 
ſolemnity paſſed ſentence of death on five criminals, who 
have lince been executed, one of them, as ſoon as the 
judge had concluded, ſaid, with great ſang froid, * Pleaſe 
you my lord, I had rather ſerve his majeſty.” 

Jonathan Durrant, ho was tried at Norfolk, for pri- 
vately ſtealing a bridle from the ſhop of a ſadler, througi 
the humanity of the jury, elcaped the conſequences of a 
capital conviction by their bringing in a verdict guilty of 
ſtealing only ; upon which, he immediately turned round: 
and thanked them for their lenity, at the ſame time archly 
adding, 1 aſſure you, gentleman, I had no uſe for the 
bridle, L only meant to touch the bit, but 1 now. find I had | 
very nearly got a halter, : | 


The late Lord Lyttleton, hearing that G, a noted 
ſharper, had married Mise , who was an ideot, 
and daughter of his particular friend—the firſt time he 
met the lady's ſather, being at a loſs how to congratulate - 
him upon ſo extraordinary an event and alliance, at laſt 
exclaimed, * By G—d, V your grand- children 
will be prodigies.” Why ſo, faid Mr. V——, Becauſe, 


replied his lordſhip, your daughter's a fool, and her huſ- 
94 


band's 
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band's' a rogue ; and at ſchool I was taught to believe, that 
too negatives make an affirmative." 


When the polling the ſextons- in Cornwall began, =: 
bye ſtander obſerved, that he had net ſeen the election 
wear ſo grave an aſpect before, 

The ſextons, when riding up to poll at the election for. 
Cornwall, as they came to the huſtings, cried out, Free- 
man for ever; at which the pariſh clerks ſaid, Amen. 


A. wag, the other night, at Aſtley's, in the gallery, 
cried out moſt voraciouſly to the grimacer, * Roaſt beef! 
Roaſt beef” Kc. The grimacer at that time was repre- 
ſenting the clergy in France, before and ſince the revolu- 
tion ;—the former character he conceived would pleaſe: 
the demandant, and the cry of Roaſt beef? being con- 
tinued, he immediately ſwelled out his cheſt and his 
cheeks in a moſt unaccountable manner, and clapping - 
his handkerchief under his chin, replied, voila Roaſt 
beef, which ſo pleaſed the fellow, that he ſtill kept inter- 
rupting the company, until the Grimacer by a turn of- 
his hat, formed it into two horns, and addreſſed him-- 
ſelf to the man in an attitude of ſurpriſe, which ſtruck. 
the fellow ſo much, that he cried out, the Grimacer muſt: 
be a devil, for that he thought nobody knew except him-- 
ſelf that his wiſe had ever made him. the figure he. repre- 


ſanted, 


On the report of a Spaniſh war, the diſabled old ſailor, 
who regularly ſolicits charity in St. Paul's Church - yard, 
addreſſed a naval officer lately in his uſual whimſical 
terms; and being deſired to ſay what would make him 
— happy, he replied, * God bleſs your honour, if 
ou'll give me a crown, you'll make me a king; if but 
alf a one, I ſhall be poſſeſſed of more than, I hope, the 

Monarch of Spain will lvon have to bouſt of. 


At 
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At the late Lancaſter election, a butcher, who was 
marching in a tally, preceded by a band of muſic to ex- 
erciſe his privilege (in all the pride, pomp, and circum- 
ſtance of glorious conteſt) was gently touched on the 
ſhoulder by the rod of the ſheriff's officer, for twelve 
guineas, which ſum he was indebted -to a farmer, for 
ſat ſheep. With the virtue of a conjurer's wand, it in- 
ſtantly changed the ſcene, and operated ſo forcibly, as to 
oblige the free-burgeſs to make a transfer of ſome newly 
acquired property into the officer's pocket, and to vote 
contrary to his inclinati»n and promiſe, One of the 
counſel obſerved, * This was, great generalſhip; the 
butcher fleeced the farmer, and the farmer ſkinned the 


butcher alive. 


Monſieur le Prince was- one day in his coach with a 
very tireſome fellow, who teazed him with ſtupifying ſto- 
ries: —* Sir, ſaid he to him, either do not put me to ſleep, 
or let me ſleep quietly.” 


An Iriſh gentleman was arreſted and confined ſome 
weeks, for a debt due by his brother. He brought his 
action for falſe impriſonment, when there appeared pre- 
ciſely as many witneſſes to prove the identity of his per- 
fon, as there were to his being no other than himſelf,— 
The judge was aſtoniſhed, and the jury, for once, at a 
loſs for a verdict; when lo! = the brother appeared, the 
r_ uncertainty of the law vaniſhed, ya. the defen- 

ant paid dearly for the explanation of — Fronti nulla Ades. 


A gentleman having ſome company to dinner, one of 
them cried out, Lord bleſs me, 1 have forgot my laced 
waiſtcoat ! The maſter of the houſe told him there was no 
need of any apology, for he was very well dreſſed - Tou 
miſtake me, replied the gueſt, I do not mean a 
laced waiſtcoat, but my waiſtcoat with u lace bekind, 
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Counſellor Dunning, who had got n trick of hemming 
evieral times in the courte of his [peech, once upon u 
trial concerning 1 broken-winded horie, told a conchman 
that he dil not know what broken-winded was Ves, 
but 1 dv, ſays the man, for he cries @ ben, hemy juſt as 
vou do. | 


A perfon who had rendered himlelf obyoxtous in trade 
Was told of une of his uncks by a merebant on Change: 
and being a little nettled at his reproacthes, fald, What, 
Bir, do you call we @ vogue? Nov 1 do nut call you 
rogue, laid the wrrehant, but I will give you ten gulneas, 
If you Hind any one here, why will tay you are an hongft 
Jia, 


An arch barber at a certeln borough In the Weſt, 
where there ate but lew elcvtors, had art enough to ful- 
end his promild tin the voters, by means of bribery, 
{the old baltam) were lo divided, that the caſting vote lay 
in himſelf, One of the candidates, who was lentible of 
it, came into his little dirty hop to be ſhaved, and when 
the operation was finiſhed, threw into the baſon twenty 
guineas, The next day cane the other candidate, who 
was ſhnved alſo, and left thirty, Some hours alter this, 
the hrt returned to ſolicit the barber's vote, who told 
him very coldly, that he could not promiſe, Not pro- 
mile! lays the gentleman, why 1 thuught I had been 
ſhaved herei It is true, ſays the barber, you wos, but 
another gentleman has been tiimmed ſince that: however, 
if you pleaſe, I will trim you again, and then J wi!l tell you 
my mind, . 


An officer in the Engliſh ſervice going on the expedi- 
tion againſt the Aniericans at Bunker's-lill, gave orders 
to his taylor to make him a ſuit of cloat's, and to put 
within .lide the lining of his waiſtcoat, a pale of braſ”, as 
a ſhield from the enemy; which the taylor, through a 
lucky miſtake, placed in the inſide of the lining of the 
7 breeches; 


S Wo 


pretches: the officer being directly aſter led on to battle, 
a precipitate retreat Immediately enſued, and being 
clotely purſued by the enemy, endeavoured to make his 
elcape by Jumping over a hedge, which one of the enemy 
perceiving, thrult the bayonet In his tail, as he * | 
and puſhed him over. The enemy then leſt him, When 
he got ſaſe to camp, he could not but extol the taylor's 
wndud, tho knew there his heart lay better than himſelf, 


An honeſt Jack Tar being at a Quaket's meeting, 
heard the Iriend that wis holding forth, ſpeak with great 
emotion agalnſt the I] eonſequence of giving the lie In 
converſation, and therefore, he adviſed, when a man 
was telling a tale, that was not conſiſtent with truth or 
probability, to ery twang, which would not Irritate the 
perſon as the lle would, Aſter digrefſing Into the ſtory 
of the great miracle of five thauſand being fed with tive 
loaves of bread, &c, he told them that they were not ſach 
loaves as are uled now but were as big as a mountain; 
on the hearing of which, the tar uttered with a loud voice, 
twang ; What, ſays the Quaker, doſt thou think I lie, 
friend? No, lays Jack, but I am thinking how big the 
evens were that baked them, 


A certain nobleman who uſed to dangle after Miſs 


* Yonge, and one night being behind the ſcenes, ſtanding 


with his arms folded in the poſture of a deſponding lover, 
alked her with a ſigh, what was a cure for love? Tour 
Lord/hip, ſhe anſwered, is the beſt cure in the world, 


A worthy old gentleman in the country having em- 
ployed an attorney, of whom he had a pretty good- 
opinion, todo ſome law buſineſs for him in London, he 
was greatly ſurpriſed on his coming to town, and de- 
manding his bill of law charges, to find that it amounted 
to at leaſt three times the ſum he expected ; the honeſt 
attorney aſſured him, that there was no article in his bill 
but what was fair and reaſonable. Nay, ſaid the coun- 
- try 
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try gentlemon, there's one of them I am ſure cannot be 
ſo, for you have ſet down three ſhillings and four-pence 
for going to Southwark, when none of my bulinels lay 
that way: pray what is the meaning of that, fir, ? Oh! 
Sir, ſaid he, that was for ſetching the turkey and chine 
ſrom the carrier's that you ſent me for a preſent out of the 
country, 


The emperor of Germany ſome time ſince travelling 
before his retinue, as is his uſual way, attended only by 
a ſingle Aid-de-camp, arrived very late at the houſe of an 
Fngliihman, who kept a public houſe ſome where in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands. The man having his houſe 
pretty full, it being fair time, and not knowing who his 
gueſts were, appointed them to ſleep in an outhouſe, 
which he very readily complied with, after drinking a 
bottle of indifferent wine, and eating a few ſlices of ham 
and biſcuit. In the morning they paid their bill, which 
amounted only to three ſhillings and fix-pence Englith, 
and rode off, A few hours aſter, ſeveral of his ſuit came 
to enquire aſter him, when the publican underſtanding 
whom he had for his gueſt, ſeeme1 very uneaſy. Plha ! 
man, never mind this affair ſaid one of his attendants, 
Joſeph is uſed to ſuch adventures; he will think no more 
onit, Aye, that may be, replied the landlord, but by 
G—d I ſhall never forget the circumſtance of having an 
emperor in my houſe, and letting him off for three and 


ſex-pence. 


Counſellor Garrow, of ſcrutiny memory, ſoliciting. a 
place in a public line, was offered the poſt of Solicitor- 
General to one of the ceded iſlands, but finding that the 
profits and emoluments were nothing, and only an ho- 
norary poſt, replied, Why, if I accept that office, in- 
ſtead of being Solicitor General, I muſt be General Solici- 
tor, and beg my way to the place, 


At 
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At Hampſtead Aſſembly, ſome years ſince, an Triſh 
gentleman, who danced with yu” ſpirit, though not 
perhaps with all the grace of a Veſtris, was obſerved by a 
macearoni, in the ſame country dance, who immediately 
began mimicking him in the moſt extravagant manner. 
The Iriſhiaan took no notice for ſore time, but ſeeing 
himſelf the general object of — he came very de- 
liberately up to the mimic, and aſked, Why he preſumed 
to take him off! Me, fir, ſays the other, you miſtake the 
matter, it is my natural u ay of dancing. Is it, ſaid the Hi- 
bernian, ſeemingly accepting the excuſe, well, to be 
ſure, nobody can help what is natural; but hark ye, my 
friend, be ſure you continue in that natural ſtep all night; 
for by G—d, if you once attempt to make it artificial, I 
will break every bone in your ſkin—The poor maccaroni 
was obliged to ſubſcribe to the ſentence, to the no ſmall 
amuſement, as well as ſatisſaction of the whole company. 


As a poor man was paſſing through Smithfield, who 
could hardly walk, he was ſtopped by a young man, 
who jeeringly offered to carry him, No, replied the old 
man, I ſhall buy an aſs to-morrow. 


Soon aſter the appearance of Garrick, at Drury-lane 
theatre; when he, by his aſtoniſhing powers, brought a 
reat number to the Theatre, and Mr. Rich was playing 
is pantomimes at Covent-Garden to empty benches ; the 
two gentlemen, Mr. Garrick and Mr. Rich, met one 
evening at the Bedford Coffee-houſe; they fell into con- 
verſation, when Mr. Garrick aſke4 the Covent-Garden 
manager, How much his houſe would hold when crowded 
with company? — Why, maſter, replies Mr. Rich, in as 


elegant a compliment as ever was given, I cannot tell, 


but if you will come and play Rickard for one night, I 
thall be able to give an account, 


married man joy, for ſhe heard 
» Ay, ſaid he, quick . 
* 


A Lady wiſhed a youn 
his wife was guick — 


. = 


for I have been married but {ix months, and ſhe was 
brought to bed yeſterday. 


A few years ſince Mr. Stevens, who was for many 
years grave-digger, at St, James's. Church, being on an 
examination in the court of King's Bench, in a pariſh 
ſuit, Lord Mansfield demanded of him, previous to other 
queſtions, his name and profeſſion ? Why, and pleaſe 
your honour, ſaid he, my name is Will Stevens, and I 
am a grave-digger at your worſhip's ſervice. 

A gentleman having ſent -a porter on a meſſage which 
he executed much to his ſatisfaction, had the curiolity to 
aſk his name, being informed it was Rullel, Pray, fay3 
the gentleman, is your coat of arms the ſame as the Duke 
of Bedford's? As to our arms, your honour, ſays the 
porter, 1 believe they are pretty much alike ; but there is 
a d—n'd deal of difference between our coats, 


A phyſician went lately to ſee a ſick patient, and was 
told by the ſervant that the had juſt expirel. Your-lady 
may be _—_— dead, nid the doctar, vet wot actu— 
ally ſo. He alighted from his carriage, and went up 
ſtairs, where ve found his patient atually dead; with the 
eultumary ſee in the palin of het ham, and taking it, f 
ſee, (aid the Docter, with mich terioutiiels, * the poor 
lady expected ine Goc ro? der ſunt, 


A gentleman at the Welt 61 of the tin tulp at his 
ewn haute with @ trends a tains eld Fact winttors, hi 
fer vant afculted hin to the beiten manner Pleaſe, tir. t6 
order the eu to hath the wution | ger dinner for 1 can= 
not eat cold meat, His alter bid him not be Amper 
nent bel ye 6m pany, and he thonld take anuther oppore 
tunity of fpealing to hl however, the man perlilted 
in his rouoirs the get mn. tarne him out of the roam, 
The next morning ie malte alle nin b Core him, and 
told him to provide lull with a place, Do you really 

zucan 
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mean I ſhould leave you then ? ſaid the man. Certainly! . 


replied the gentleman, _ I'll expoſe you then (quoth the 
ſervant) to the whole neighbourhood, how you uſe us; 
a man may make a ſhiſt gto eat cold meat when out of 
place, ſays the fellow, but I am (determined my maſter, 
whoever he be, ſhall always provide me with hot dinners. 


A gentleman amuſing himſelf in the gallery of the 


Pallais, a place in Paris, ſomewhat like what our ex- 
changes formerly were, obſerved, while he was carclelly 
looking over ſome pamphlets at a bookſeller's there, 
a {uſpicious fellow ſtood rather too near him: the gen- 
tleman was dreſſed, according to the faſhion of thoſe 
times, in a coat with a prodigious number of filver tags 
and taſſels; upon which the thief (tor ſuch he was) be- 
gan to have a deſign; and the gentleman not willing to 
iſappoint him, turned his head another way, on pur- 
=y to give him an opportunity: the thief immediately 
et to work, and, in a trice, twiſted off ſeven or eight of 
the ſilver tags; the gentleman immediately perceived it, 
and lily drawing out of his pocket a penknife, which cut 
like a razor, catched the fellow by the ear, and cut it off 
cloſe to his head, Murder! Murder! cries the thief; 
Robbery ! K bbery! cries the pentleman, upon this the 


thief, in © prilion, throwing them at the gentleman 


There ove your figs and Fkt? Very well, ſaid the gens 
tlemn (throwing it back in the like manner,) there is 
your ear, 

Old Tolwvell, the comedian, having a diſpute tn the 
Aeenim wih Nivea, Clive, the adbvels, Madan, favs 
he, 1 have heavd 6f 191i 4 and een, but by Gd, 


you are the eren of the ee, and the n er uf e 


A fell:w when had picked vp a few feraps of the French 
tongue, and was entirely len nenten the Latin, accvſted 
n ventleman, in French, with Gele Heure eft i Mon: eur 
What is it o'clock, Sir To which the gentleman an» 

2 {wered, 
* 


\ 
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ſwered, in Latin, Neſcio, I don't know. Damn it faid 


the ſcllow, I did not think it was near ſo late ;' and ran 


off as if he kad ſomething of conſequence to do. 


Lord Mansfield being willing to ſave a man that had 
ſtole a watch, deſired the jury to value it at ten-pence ; 
upon which the proſecutor cries out, Ten-pence! my 
lord: why the very faſhion of it coſt me five pounds, — 
Oh! ſays his lordſhip, we muſt not hang a man for 
Jalhicn's ſake, 


A Scotch Member of Parliament, of great wit and 
humour, coming to the Marquis of Rockingham's one 
morning, at the time of the great oppiſition between 
him and Lord North, told his lordſhip that he had ſome 
very bad news to acquaint him with. What's the mat- 
ter? quoth the Marquis, By my troth, quoth he, what 
I hac to tell ye is very bawd on our ſeerl, Prithee, ſaid 
the Marquis, do not keep me any longer in ſuſpence ; 
what is it? Don't your lordſhip ken that __ Wed- 
derburn is bought over? That is impoſſible, ſays the 
Marquis, for a ſt1uncher man does not live than honeſt 
Sawney 5 but what makes you think ſo? Why, and 
pleaſe your lordſhip, I ſaw the other morning, a five hun- 
dred pound bank note in his hand; and I am ſure Sawney 
never brought that out of his own country, 


At the Groſvenor trial in Weſtminſter-hall, a witneſs 
being produced that had an enameled noſe ; counſellor 
Dunning thinking to daunt him, ſaid, Now you are 
ſworn, what. can you ſay with your copper noſe ? Why, 
by the oath I have ſworn, I would not change my copper 
nole, for your brazen face, 


A fellow hearing the drums beating up for volunteers in 
France, in the expedition againſt the Dutch, imagined 


. himſelf valiant enough, and therenpon liſted himſelf, fo 


returning again, he was aſked by his friends, mm 
ploits 
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ploits he had done there? he ſaid, that he had cut off one 
of the enemy's legs; and being told that it had been 
more honourable and manly to have cut off his head : 
Oh! ſaid he, you muſt know that his head was cut off be- 


fore, 


A French courtier, who was a little ſuſpected of imbe- 
cility, one day meeting the poet Berenford, who had 
often jeered him, Sir, ſaid he, Þr all your ſilly jeſts, my 
wite was brought to bed of a boy two days ago.— Faith, 
replied Berenſord, I never queſtioned your wife's abilities. 


When Lieutenant O'Brian, who was afterwards called 
Sky-Rocket Jack, was blown up at Spithead, in the Edgar, 
and was ſaved on the carriage of a gun; and when 
brought to the Admiral, all black and wet, he ſaid, with 
much pleaſantry, I hope, fir, you will excuſe my dirty 
appearance, for I came out of the ſhip in ſuch a hurry, that J 
had not time to ſhift my/elf, 


In the late war, a failor and two of his ſhipmates 
wanted to go from Portſmouth to Petersfield ; when one 
ſtay ing behind, deſired the other two to proceed on foot, 
while he went and hired a horſe, When he came to the 
livery ſtables, the oſtler brought him out a ſhort-backed, 
light galloway, about fourteen hands high, Zounds, ſays 
Jack, this will not do for me? he is too ſhort in the back. 
Oh, Sir, replies the oſtler, he is the better for that, 
Den him, he will not do, I tell you; get me a horſe 
with a longer back, for I have two more to take up at the 
turnpike, 


Quin uſed annually to come to London, to play for 
Ryan's benefit. He had performed, the ſeaſon before, 
the part of Falſtaff for the benefit of his old acquaintance 
Mr. Ryan, This teſtimony of regard had the deſired 
effect : and the actor profited greatly by the exhibition, 
His ſucceſs upon this occaſion, induced Ryan to _ 

tae 
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the ſame favour next year, The application produced an 
anſwer from Quin, which whilſt it is in the true laconic 
Nile, is rich in meaning: I ſhall therefore give it verba- 
tim, 


I would play for you if I could; but will not whiſle for 
you, I have willed yon a thouſand pounds, If you 
want money you may have it, and ſave my executors 
trouble, | 

James Quin. 

The Baron des Aldrets, one of the generals of the 
Catholics, took during the wars, a caſtle belonging to the 
Proteſtants, and condemned all the ſoldiers that had de- 
fended it, lo leap out at a window of that caſtle, One of 
them advanced twice to the brink of the precipice, and 
ſtill ſhrunk back, Whereupon the Baron faid, Come, 
take your lenp, without any more a-do;. for I'll make 
= uffer greater torments, if you . back a third time. 

ir, anſwered the ſoldier, ſince you take the thing to be ſo 
eaſy, III lay any ſum you don't do it in four (i mes. —- Which 
ſo pleaſed the Baron, that as cruel ns he was, he pardoned 
the ſoldier, upon account of this repartee, 


Dr. South being one morning viſiting a gentleman, he 
was aſked to ſtay dinner; which he accepting of, the 
gentleman ſtept into the next room, and told his wiſe he 
had invited the doctor to dinner, aud delired her to pro» 
vide ſomething extraordinary, Hereup mn ſhe began to 
murmur and ſcold, and make a thouſand words, till at 
laſt her huſband, being very much provoked at her be- 
haviour, proteſted, that if it was not for the ſtranger in 
the next room, he would kick her out of doors, Upon 
which the doctor, who had heard all that had — 
immediately ſtepped out, crying, * 1 beg, Sir, you will 
make no ſtranger of me. | 


One 


(, 21 ) 
One Mr. Ah, who was himſelf a famous puuſter in 


Ireland, coming into an inn, deſired the landlord to lend 
him a hand to pull off his great coat: Indeed, Sir, ſaid 
he, I dare not, Dare not, replied the other, what do youu 
mean by that? You know, Sir, anſwered he, there is an 
act of parliament againſt ſtripping of Aſk, 


King Charles the ſecond, after the Reſtoration, told 
Waller the poet, that he had made better verſes, and ſaid 
finer things of Cromwell than of him. That may very 
well be, teplied Waller, for poets generally ſucceed better 
in imaginary things than in real ones, 


Upon the death of the famous Moliere, a poet — ä 
wich his epitaph upon the Prince of Conde, the prince tol 
him he ſhould have been much better pleaſed, if Mokere 
had brought him his, 


Two gentlemen ſtanding together, as a young lady 
palled by them, ſaid one, there goes the handſomeſt wo- 
man I ever ſaw. She hearing him; turned back, and 
ſeeing him very ugly, ſaid, I wiſh I could in return, ſay 
- much of you, lo you may, madam, faid he, and lie as 1 

0s 


A few months ſince, a waterman, who for years had 
plied upon the Thames, became by the death of an uncle, 
at Deptford, (who had made a fortune by the laudable 
dealing in ſeamens wills and powers), heir to a very de- 
ſirable eſtate, both real and perſonal, by the teſtator, with- 
out mentioning his name, ſingly recordiug, I leave all 
my wealth to my heir at law, When he came into poſ- 
ſeſſion, he invited the other poor relations of the decealed, 
whoſe hopes of their relation's dying without a will, had 
thus been baulked of a family dinner, and aſter it was 
over, divided among them effects to the value of ol. 
reſerving for himſelf about 2000l. and an eſtate of about 
160l. a year, on which he has retired to a vikes near 
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Graveſend, where he lives an ornament to human na— 
ture, often amuſing himſelf on his old element, and ſre- 
quently rowing paſſengers to town, but never gratts, 
becauſe that would deprive his old companions of bread, 


When Alderman Prampton, who acquired an im- 
menſe fortune in the buſineſs of a bookſeller, firſt began 
trade in Dublin; the few volumes he had collected were 
inſufficient to fill his ſhop, but knowing how much the 
world is led by appearances, he had recoutſe to a whim 
fical expedient, which fully anſwered his purpoſe; in a 
few days his ſhelves appeared completely covered, but as 
he afterwards conſeſſed to a friend, it was done thus: 
Locke on Education, conſiſted of a couple of bricks neatly 
covered and labelled; T heobald's Edition of Shakſpeare, 
was made up of ſome ſquare boxes of bran, which his 
wife had collected for domeſtic uſes. Hill's voluminous 
works, were neatly made up of wood; and The Sure 
Guide to Salvation, was labelled on his ſquare tobacco box. 
Theſe ſubſtitutes, as his finances flouriſhed, were ex- 
changed for the volumes they repreſented, but in many 
inſtances he uſed ſarcaſtically to obſerve the change was 
not much for the better. 


A military captain, who lived by his wits, viſiting a 
friend in the Tower, about dinner time, his friend being 
abſent, in his walk, he ſaw divers diſhes of meat, and 
bottles of wine, carried up to a lord's lodging, and im- 
mediately after followed the gueſts, among which the 
captain puts in with the reſt, and fits down to dinner, 
where he eat and drank freely; but often the Lord had 
an eye upon this ſtranger, and ſeeing him very familiar, 
after dinner he enquired of his gueſts, whoſe relation he 
was? Which the captain hearing, boldly ſalutes him in 
theſe words, My lord, do you not know me? No, in- 
deed, fir, ſaid the lord. Quoth the captain, ſure you 
do, my lord, for you and I have been in all the priſons 
in England. How, ſaid the Lord, I never was in any 
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but this of the Tower in my life. True, my lord, an- 
ſwered the captain, and I have been in all the reſt, At which 
jeſt the lord and his company laughed heartily, and told 
him he was welcome. 


Mr. Glover, the late dancing maſter of the royal ſa- 
mily, being in company with Picard the fencing maſter, 
and the converſation turning upon their different pro- 
feſſions, each maſter ſupported the ſuperiority of his ta- 
lent over that of the other. At length words aroſe very 
high, and it was agreed to determine the diſpute by arms, 
next morning, in Hyde-park. The combatants met. 
When Picard drew his ſword, Glover drew his kit, and 
began to play a minuet, ſaying, Why don't you dance? 
Picard was very angry, exclaiming, He did not under- 
ſtand being trifled with, No, ſaid Glover, I do not 
trile with you, * This proves the ſuperiority of my 
profeſſion, as you can do nothing without an opponent, 
J whereas I can amuſe without the aſſiſtance of any. 


Lord Granby, who had long wiſhed to be in company 
with Quin ; one moxning perceiving from the Star and 
Garter, at Richmond, that celebrated epicure, comin 
ſlowly up the hill in a one horſe chaiſe, diſpatched a 
friend to entreat the ſavour of his company to partake of 
a turtle, weighing 130 pounds, which was that day for 
dinner, Quin, with his uſual pompoſity of manners, 

blerved, he could produce two exquiſite reaſons for de- 
lining his lordſhip's invitation, and immediately undo- 
png the flap of his chaiſe, diſcovered a fine.chicken turtle, 
ud a haunch of veniſen at his feet, both of which he 
ledged his honour to a particular friend, ſhould be on 
he table at four o'clock preciſely, 


Such is the force of female curioſity, that lady Wal- 
ace, who is never at a loſs for an anſwer, one day af- 
ected to be wanting on that point : Pray, fir, ſaid her 
adyſhip to a country gentleman, I am often aſked what 
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age Tam, what anſwer ſhould J make? the gentleman 
immediately gueſſing her ladyſhip's meaning ; ſald, ma» 
dam, when you are aſked that queſt'v1 agalu, anſwer, 
that you are not yet come to years of diſcretion, 


When Charles F=——— was vehemently teazed for 
money, by ſome Hebrew Creditors, he told them, he 
would diſcharge the incumbrance as ſoon as poſſible. 


* But Mr, F name the dayſh / 

* The day of Judgment 0 

' Oh Miſtter F „ that will be too biſhy a day 
for us, | 


Right, Moſes, ſo we will make it the day after!“ 


The late Lord Roſs engaged an apothecary, in Oxford- 
ſtreet, to attend three of his ſervants who were danger- 
ouſly ill, and went to Ireland without diſcharging the 
account—In about two years after this event, he returned 
to London, and was traced by the apothecary, who knew 
his carriage, and ſtopt him in Bond-ſtreet—Lord Roſ: 
enquired for the bill, which the underſtrapper of Eſcula- 
pius preſented in at the window with a receipt—The ſum 
total was ſixteen pounds ten ſhillings and ſix-pence, which 
he * an exhorbitant charge, pulled out his purſe, 
"= the p wo prong half-a-guinea, and then ordered 

is coachtnan to drive on; but not before the enraged 

apothecery had ſurveyed the limited recompence with 
ſurpriſe, and exclaimed, in the hearing of a mob, Ah, 
you liiſh bite, 1 have got ſix and three-pence by you 
now, 


a 
Whe d Cheſterfield was dying, Sir Thomas Ro- 
binſun paidPhim a viſit of condolence, nnd fald rather 
bluntly, „Lam forry, my Lord, to perceive that you are 
dying by inches. —“ Oh, don't be forty about the mutter, 
— the dying peer) but thank God, that 1 am not ſe 
tall as you by u foot," 
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A Scotch officer pald a viſit to Bethlem hoſpital, was 
eflled aſter by a young female, who ſeeined to know him 
upon hls coming up to her, ſhe aſked him If he would 
hight, and thereupon preſented a ſtraw, he necepted the 
challenge, for the Juke's ſake, They parryed for ſome 
time, till the young Bedlamite took an Ar to 


Roop down and lift up her pot full of thick and thin, 
which ſhe ſuddenly very br poor Sawny, There, (ſays ſhe) 
go tell your (kitten colonel that 1 have made a litten captain of 
you, 


The late Mr, Churchill, the poet, being in company 
with ſome men of quality at a tavern, was called upon to 
give his toaſt, he named lady L — ; the nobleman de» 
manded why he named her ? Why not, replied the 
{he has the qualifications of a toaſt, being both brown and 
dry; which anſwer made them laugh, his lordſhip having 
been compelled to matry her againſt his inclination, 


Two bonny Scots, having juſt got a place at St. James's, 
and being in bed, the one in his ſleep bawled out terribly, 
which the other hearing, delired to know what was t 
matter? matter, quoth he, Min, I've dream'd a very ugly 
dream, Prithee, lod, didſt dream of the deel ? ſays 
Wally, Na, 'trwas worſe than the dee, aud hell to boot, ſays 
ſawny, for I dreamed / teas tranſported into my mon countryy 
ever more to ſee Aud England again. Ah, mom, ſays Wally, 
that was very tirrible indeed, 


One told another, who was not uſed to be cloathed very 
often, that his new coat was too Hart for him that's true, 
anſwered his: friend but it will be long enough before 7 
get anther, 


A certain lady, finding her luſband ſomewhat tos 
Tamiliar with her chambe! mild, turned her away lmme⸗ 
TY Huſly, ſald (he, | have vo occaſion for (uch 
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Auts as you, only to do that work, which | cluſe to ds 
myſelf. 


Although the infirmities of nature are not proper fib- 
jets to be made a jr ſt of; yet when people take n great 
deal of pains to conceal what every body fees, thete is no- 
thing mere ridiculous: Of this fort was oi Smith the 

layer, who being very deaf, did not care any body ſhould 
= it, Honeſt Joe Miller, going with v friend + one 
day along Fleet-ſtreet, and ſceine old Smith on the other 
{ide of the way, told his acquaintance Le ſhould fee fone 
ſport; ſo, beckoning to Smith with his finger, and 
ſtretching open his mouth as wide as ever lie could, as if 
he hallowed to him, th. ugh he faid nothing, the old fel- 
low came puffing from the other {ide of the way. What 
a pox, ſaid he, do you mate ſuch a nviſe for Ho you think 
ene cunnot hear you, 


A conceited ſellow, who fancied himſelf a pret, aſked 
Nat. Ice, if it was not ealy to write like analy an, ts 
he did; No, anſwered Nat; But it js caly to write like a 
fool, as you do, 


A gentleman was ſnying one diy at George's coffee» 
houſe, when it rained exceeding hard, that it put him in 
mind of the reneral deluze. Zoons, Sir, faid un oh cam— 
paigner, who ſtood by, Who. is that ? ! have keard of all 
the Generuls in Europe but him. 


Lord R— having loſt liſty guinens one night at the 
aming table in Dublin, ſome friends conduling with 
— upon his ill luck ; Faith, ſaii be, 1 am very well 
pleaſed at whit I have dune; for I have bit them by G =, 
there is not one guinea that don't want /ix-pence of wetgit, 


A countryman ſowing his ground, two ſmart ſellows 
riding that way, one of them called to him with on inſo— 
at air; Well, huneſt fellow, ſaid he, tis your bulineſs 

— 
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ts ſow, but we reap the ſrults of your labour, To which 
the countryman replied, 'Tis very likely you may, for I am 
ſowing hemp, 


Once on a time a perſon who had been a dependant 
on a nobleman, begged his intereſt for him at court; and 
to preſs the thing the more upon him, ſaid he had nobody 
to depend upon but God and }is Grace, Then, ſaid the 
duke, you are in a miſerable way; for you could not have 
pitched upon any two who have le /s intereſt at court, 


A pragmatical young fellow, ſitting at a table over 
. 1 the learned John Scott, aſked him, What differ- 
ence there w1s between Scot and ſot ? Juſt the breadth of 
the table, anſwered the other; 


The famous Chancellor More, who preſerved his hu- 
mour and wit to the laſt moment, when he came to be 
executed on Tower-hill, the headſman demanded his 
upper garment as his fee; Ah, friend, ſaid he, taking off 
his cap, that [think is my upper garment, 


When Sir Richard Steel was fitting up his great room 
in York Buildings, which he iritended for public orations, 
he happened at a time to be pretty much behind hand 
with his workmen ; and coming one day amonPthem, to 
ſee how they went forward, he ordered one of them to 
get into the roſtrum, and make a ſpeech, that he might 
obſerve how it could be heard; the fellow mounting and 
ſcratching his pate, told him he knew not what to ſay, - 
for in truth he was no orator, Oh! ſaid the knight, no 
matter for that, ſpeak any thing that comes uppermoſt, + 
Why here, Sir Richard, ſays the fellow, we have been work» 
ing for you theſe ſix weeks, and cannot get one penny of money: 
Pray, hr when do. you deſign to pay us Very well, very 


well, laid Sir Richard, pray come down, 1 have heard 

h, I cannot but. own you ſpeak very diſtin&tlyy'# 

Ido not admire your «AY 
I 
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A certain reverend drone in the country, was com ; 
plaining to another, That it was a great fatigue to 
preach twice a day, Oh! ſaid the other, I preach twice 
every Sunday, and make nothing of it. > 


A French marquis, being one day at dinner at the 
late Sir Roger Williams's, the famous punſter and pub- 
lican, was boaſting of the happy genius of his nation, 
in projecting all the fine — and faſhions, particu- 
larly the ruffle, which he ſaid, Was de fine ornament to de 
hand, and had been followed by all de other Aations, Roger 
allowed what he ſaid, but at the ſame time, That the 
Engliſh, according to cuſtom, had made a great im- 
provement upon their invention, by adding the ſhirt to it, 


A young gentleman playing at queſtions and com- 
mands with ſome pretty young ladies, was commanded 
to take off a garter from one of them, but ſhe, as ſoon as 
he had leid hold of her petticoats, run away into the next 
room, where was a bed ; Now, madam, ſaid he, tripping 
by 7 heels, 1 lar ſqueaking. Bar the door, you fool, 
cried the, 


A very modeſt young gentleman, of the county of 
Tipperary, having attempted many ways in vain to ac- 
quire the affect ions of a lady of great fortune, at laſt was 
reſolved tv try what could be done by the help of mulic, 
and therefore entertnined her with a ſerenade under her 
window at midnight ; but ſhe ordered her ſervants to 
drive him from thence by throwing ſtones at him: Oh! 
my ſriend, ſaid one of his companions, your mule is ag 
powerful as that of Orpheus, lor it draws the very tones 


about you, 


An * gentleman aſked Sir Richard Steel, who 
was an Iriſhman, what was the reaſon that his country- 
men were ſo remarkable for blundering, and makin 

bull ? Falth, ſaid the knight, J believe there is ſomething 's 
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the air of Irelund, and I dare ſay, if an Engl hman was 4orn 
there he would do the ſame. 


A gentleman having lent a guinea for two or three 
days to a perſon whoſe promiſes he had not much faith 
in, was very much ſurpriſed to find, that he very pune» 
tually kept his word with him; the ſame gentleman ſome- 
time aſter was delirous of borrowing a larger ſum, No, 
ſaid the other, you have deceived me once, and [ am reſolupd 
you jhall not do it a ſecond time. 


A country parſon — divided his text under two 
and twenty heads; one of the congregation was getting 
out of the church in a great hurry ; but a neighbour, pul- 
ling him by the ſleeve, aſked him whither he was going? 
Home for my night cap, anſwered. the firſt ; for I find we are 
to flay here all night, 


Two gentlemen diſputing about religion in Burton's 
coffee-houlſe, ſaid one of them, I wonder, Sir, you ſhould 
talk of religion, when I'll hold you five guineas you can't 
oy the Ley.l's Prayer ; Done, ſaid the other, and Sir 
Richard Steel here ſhall hold fakes. The mone being 
depoſited, the gentleman began with, I believe 
and ſo went cleverly through the Greed : Well, ſail the 
ether, / own I have loft J did not think he could have done it, 


Lord Strangford, who ſtammered very much, was 
telling a certain biſhop that ſat at his table, that Balaam's 
afs ſpoke, becauſe he was pri—eſt, Prieſt rid, Sir, fuld 
a Valet-de-chambre, who ſtood behind the chair, my lord 
would ſay, No, friend, replied the biſhop, Balean could 


not ſpeak himſelf, and ſo his aſs ſpoke for Mm, 


Lady N—t, who had but a very homely face, but 
was extremely well-ſhaped, and always neat about the 
legs and feet, was tripping one morning over the Park in 
a runſk and u gentleman mn her for a long _ 
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making ſtrong love to her: He called er his life, his ſoul, 
this angel, and begge1, with a deal of carneſtneſs, to have 
one glimpſe of her face: at laſt, when ſhe came on the 
other ide of the bird-cage walk, to the hauſe ſhe was going 
into, ſhe turned about, and pulling off her maſk, Well 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, what is it that you wruld have of me? 
The man, ot firſt ſight of her face, drew back, and lifted 
up his hands, Oh! nothing, madam, nothing, cried he; 1 
cannot lay, ſaid my lady, but 1 like your jincerity, tho“ I 
hate your mae. 


A certain wit and Feoxjte being at my lord mayor's 
feaſt, juſt viter Mr. Pitt and ifs friends came into ad- 
miniſtration, when aſter two on three healths the minifiry 
was tonſted, but when it came to his turn to drink; he 
diverted it for ſume time, by telllug a ſtory to the per- 
Jon who. ſat next to him; The chief magiſtrate of the 
city not ſeeing his toaſt go row, called out gentlemen 
Where ſticks the Miniftry, # At nething, by G-, Jays he, an 
dv drank off his glaſs. 1 


Lord Craven, in king James the Hyſt's reign, Was very 
dellrous to lee Ben onen, Which being told to Jen, Ne 
Went to my lord's houſe j but being in a very tattered 
pondition, as poets: (vinetimes are, the porter refuſed him 
Admittante with forme ſauey languaze, Which the other 
did not fail te return. My happening te ene out 
while they were wrangling, aſked the oeealion of ltr 
Ben, who ſtand in. need of nobody ty yu for him, 
faid, He underſtood his lordſhip defired to tee him, You, 
friend, ſaid my lord, who are you ? Ben Jahnſan, rex 

lied the other! No, no, quoth my lord, you cannot be 

en Johnſon, who wrate the Silent Woman; you look as 
if you could not ſay. bo to a gane; Bo, eried Ben; Very 
2 ſaid my lord, who was better pleaſed at the joke 
than offended at the affront; I am now convinced, by 
your wit, you are Ben Johnſon, 


Dr. 
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Dr, Tadloe, who was a man of an enormous fize, 
happening to go thump, thump, with his great legs through a 
ſtreet in Oxford, where ſome paviers were at work, in 
the middle of July, the fellows immediately laid down 
their ramine's, Ah! God bleſs you, maſter, cries one of 
them, it is very kind of you to come this way; it ſaves 
us a great deal of trenble this hot weather, 


Two Oxford Scholars meeting on the road with a York- 
ſhire oltler, they ſell to bantering him, and told the ſel- 
low that they wald prove him to be an horſe, or an aſs, 
Well, {aid the oftler, and [ ean prove your ſaddle to be a 
mule, A mule! eried one of them, huw can that be? 
— ſaid the oftler, it is ſomething between an horſe and 
27 aſs, 


A inidſhipman being one night in company with Jos 
Miller, ſaid, that being once In great danger at ſea, every 
. |bodly was obſerved to be upon their knees, but one man, 
Wh e upon to come with the reſt to n ers | 
Not I, (id he, it it your buſineſs to look after the ip, am 


vut a paſſenger 


Klug Charles II. belng prevailed upon by one of his 
£041 ters 16 knight a very worthleſs fellow, of a mean 
aſpect i when le was g6 4 to lay the ſword upen his 
ſhould»rs, the new * t drew a little back, and hung 
downs head, as out of countenance “ Den! be alhamed, 
ſald the king, J have maſt reaſon to be aſhamed, 


A country fellow, who was Juſt come te London, gap 
ing about in every ſhop he came ta, at laſt looked into a 
{crivener's, where, ſeeing only one man ſiting at a deſk, 
he could not imagine what commodity was {old there 1 
but calling to the clerk; Pray, Sir, ſaid he, what do you 
ſell here ?- Loggerheads, cried the other. Do you? an- 
ſwered the countryman ; Egad! then you have a ſpecial 
trade, for [ ſee you have but one left, 

C4 A beg- 
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A beggar aſking alms under the name of n — 
ſcholar, u 2 to whom he applied himſelf, aſked 
him n queſtion in Latin. The fellow, ſhaking his hend, 
ſaid, he did not underſtand him: How is that, fnid the 

ntleman P Did you not ſay you were a poor ſcholar ? 

en, replied the other, a poor one indeed, fir, for I do not 
wiilerſtand one word of Latin, | 


A lady's age happened to be queſtioned, ſhe nffirmed 
fhe was but forty, and called upon a gentleman, who 
wes in company, for his opinion : Couſin, ſaid ſhe, ao 
| ou believe I am In the right, when I ſay 1 am _— 
| am ſure, Madam, replied he, I ought not to diſpute it 
for I have conſtantly heard you ſay ſo for above theſe 


ten years, 


A lieutenant colonel to one of the Triſh monte in, 

the French ſervice, being — by the duke of Ber- 

wick, from Fort-Keil, to the king of France, with a com- 

laint relating to ſome irregularities that had — _ 

n the regiment; his make, with ſome emotion of 

mind, told him, that the Iriſh troops gave him more un» 

' ealineſs than all his forces beſides. Sir, ſaid the officer, 
all your majeſty's enemies make the ſame complaint, 


A courtier, who was a confidant in the amours of 
Henry IV. of France, obtained a grant ſrem the king, 
for the diſpatch whereof he applied himſelf to the lord 
high chancellor; who finding ſome obſtacle in it, the 
courtier inſiſted ſtill upon it, and would not allow of any 
impediment. Que chacun ſe mele de ſon metier, ſaid the 
chancellor to him, that is, Let every one meddle with his own 
buſineſs, The courtier imagining he reflected upon him 
for his pimping : My employment, ſaid he, is ſuch, that if 

the king was twenty years younger, I would not exchange 
N for three of yours, 


5s | : A gen- 
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A entleman ſaying one day at a table, that he could 
not endure a breaſt of mutton : You ſaid ſo the other day, 
cried another, of a breaſt of venl, Very true, anſwered 
the firſt, 1 do not love the breaſt of any thing but of a wo» 
man, and that goes againſt my fomach, 


A reverend gentleman In the Eaſt, well known for the 
orthodoxy of his practice and opinions, in one of his a 
— to the Weſt part of the town, — nt his 
butcher's to order n leg of pork for his family's dinner, 
The butcher had juſt then hired a new man, who was un⸗ 
nequalnted with the doctor's reſidence, and when he or- 


dered It to be taken home, naturally concluded that 66 


was to follow him. The firſt place the gentleman ſtop- 
ped at was the Pamphlet ſhop, at the 'Change, to purchaſe 
A Word of Advice to Preachers; the man with the leg of 

k having been cloſe at his heels all the way, and wait» 
bas at the door till he came out, Thence the doctor went 
to the London Coffee-houſe, where the man diligent! 
followed, and as patiently walted for him, Laſt of all, 
the Doctor went to a counſellor of his acquaintance in 
the Temple, who, being at home, he was of courſe ſhewn 
in, Here the man thought his travels were at an end, 
and knocked at the door ; that obſerving a gentleman in 
black anſwering the deſcription of the counfellor, had or- 
dered the leg of pork, this brought the counſeltor down, 
and after much miſunderſtanding, it was ſettled, that it 
muſt be for the goſpel and not for the law. The doctor 
had him called up, and reprobated the miſtake- in fevere 
terms, to which the man rather archly replied, that the 
fault had not originated with him, but it he was in the 
wrong, he had followed the church through thick and thin, 
and to his ſorrow found he was in an error at laſt, 


An Iriſhman having purchaſed a ſixteenth of a ticket, 


for which he gave thirty ſhillings, tickets being then at no 
advanced price; upon hearing that he was to receive but 
twenty-five ſhillings for his ſhare of a twenty- pound 


Cs . prize, 
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prize, exclaimed, * By Jaſus I am a lucky fellow that I 
dun't loſe more: for it I loſe five ſhillings by a twenty- 
pound prize, what ſhould 1 have loſt by the twenty 
thouſand pounds!“ 


The ſame perſon purchaſed a ticket, which he regularly 
inſured, but did not come up, as it remained undrawn in 
the wheel, The following lottery the number was drawn 
a prize, when he regularly demanded it, (wearing, that he 

- was the nrſt entitled to it in that he had waited for it from 
TY the laſt lottery, | 
| * 82 wn : 
 #:, Agentleman in the country having the misfortune to 
»Yave his wife hang herſelf on an apple-tree, a neighbour 
of his came to him, and begged he would give him a cyon 
of that tree, that he might graft it upon one. in his own 
orchard; For who knows, ſays hey t ut it may bare the ſame 
Fruit. 3 


Monſieur Vangelas having obtained a penſion from the 
French king, by the intereſt of cardinal Richlieu, the 
cardinal told him, he hoped he would not forget the word 
penſion in his dictionary, No, my lord, ſaid Vangelas, 
nor the word- gratitude. "op | 


A melting ſermon being preached in a country church, 
all tell a weeping but one men, wha being aſked why he 
did not weep with the reſt ? Oh. ſaid he, I belong to anb- 
ther pariſh, | 


An Iriſhman being at a tavern where the cook was 
dreſſing jome carp, he obſerved that ſome of the fiſh 
moved aſter they were gutted and put in, the pan, which 
very much ſurpriſed Teague; Well now, faith, ſaid he, 
of all the Chriſtian ercatures that ever I ſaw, this ſame 
earp will live the longeſt after it is dead, 


A gen- 
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A gentleman happening to turn up againſt a houſe to 
make water, did not ſee two young ladies louking out of 
a window cloſe by, till he heard them giggling: then 
looking towards them, he aſked, What made them fo 
merry ? Oh! Lord, ſaid one of them, a very litile thing will 
make us laugh, 


A young ſellow riding down a ſteep hill, and doubting 
the foot of it was boggith, called out to a clown that was 
ditching, and aſked him if it was hard at the bottom. 
Ay, anſwered the countryman, it is hard enough at the 
bottom, I warrant you; but in half a dozen ſteps the 
horſe ſunk up to the ſaddle ſkirts, which made the young 
gallant whip, ſpur, curſe, and ſwear, Why thou whore- 
ſon raſcal, ſaid he to the ditcher, didſt thou not tell me 
it was hard at the bottom? Ay, replied the other, but 
you are not half ray to the bottom yet. a 


The famous Tom King, who is: remarkable for his good 
houſekeeping and hoſpitality, ſtanding one day at his 
pate in the country, a beggar coming up to him cried, he 
begged his worſhip would give him a mug of his ſmall 
beer. Why, how now, ſays he, what times are theſe, 
when beggars muſt be chuſers! I ſay, bring this fellow a 
mug of ſtrong #eer. 


Two very honeſt gentlemen, who. dealt in brooms, 
meeting one day in the ſtreet, one aſked the other, How 
the devil he could afford to underſel him every where as 
he did, when he ſtole the ſtuff, and made the bruoms him- 
ſelf? Why you filly dog, anſwered the other, I ſteal them 
ready made, a 


A lady who had generally a. pretty many intrigues 
upon her hands, not liking her brother's, extravagant 
paſſion ſor play, aſked him when he deſigned to leave off 
gaming ? When you ceaſe loving, laid he; Then replied 


the lady, you are like to E as lung as you 


live. 


C 
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A foldier was bragging before Julius Czfar, of the 
wounds he had received in his face, Ceſar, knowing 
bim to be a coward, told him, He had beſt tuke heed the 
next time he ran away, how he loo d back, 


A profligate young nobleman, being in company with 
ſome ſober people, deſired leave to toaſt the devil; The 
gentleman, who fat next him, ſaid, He had no objection 
to any of his lordſhip' friends, 


Some gent! going into a bawdy houſe tavern at 
Charing-croſs, found great fault with the wine, and ſend- 
ing for the maſter of the houſe, told him it was ſad Ruff, 
and very weak, It may be {o, ſaid he, for my trade 
does not depend on the firength of my wine, but on that of 
my tables and chairs, and the weakneſs of my cuſtomers, 


A gentleman coming to an inn in Smithfield, and 
ſeeing the oftler expert and tractable about the horſe, 
aſked how long he had lived there, and what countryman 
he was. [ſe Torkſhire, ſaid the fellow, an ha lived ſixteen 

rs hers I wonder, . replied the gentleman, that in ſu 

ng a time, ſo clever « fellow as you ſeem to be, have 
not come to be maſter of the tun yourſelf, Ay, anſwered 
the oſtler, but maiſtrr's York too. 


The late enlonel Kelly, reflefing on his I Rte and 
character, told n certain nobleman, That I tuch a thing 
as u good name was to be purchafed, he would freely 
give 10,000 pounds fur one. The nobleman ſald, I 
would certainly be the worft money he ever lald out in 
Mis life, Why ſo, lad the huneſt colonel ? Bernviſe, an- 
ſweredd the lord, you will forfeit again in leſs. than @ week, 


A woman onee proſecuted s gentleman for a rape ; 
u the trial, the _ aſked her If ſhe made any re- 
fiance, I cried out and pleaſe you my lord. Ay, ſaid 
one uf (the —_— but that was nine months aſter, 


A young 


(i 


A young lady who had been married but # ſhort time, 
ſeeing her huſband going to riſe pretty early in the morn- 
ing, faid, what, my dear, are you getting up already? 
Pray lie a little longer and reſt yourſelf, No, my deer, 
replied the huſband, Ji get up and reſt myſelf. 


The deputies of Rochelle attending to fpeak with 
Henry the Fourth of France, met with a phyſician who 
had renounced the Proteſtant religion, and embraced the 
Popiſh communion, whom they began to revile moſt 
grievouſly, The king hearing of it told the deputies he 
adviſed them to change their religion too; For it is @ 
dangerous wag aid he, that your religion is not 
long lived, when a phyſician has given it over. 


A Weſtminſter juſtice, taking coach in the N. and 
being ſet down at Young Man's Coffee · houſe, Charing- 
Croſs, the driver demanded eighteen-pence for his fare, 
The juſtice aſked him if he would ſwear that the ground 
came to the money, The man ſaid he would take his 
bath of it, 'The Juſtice replied, Friend, I am a magil- 
trate; and pulling the book out of Mis pocket, adminif+ 
tred the oth, and then gave the fellow his ſix-pence, 
ſaying, He muſt reſerve a Milling to himſelf for the aftduvits 


rn elty merchant, but plaln, both In man- 
ners and dreſs, having ſome buſineſs lately nt the weſl 
end of the town, Nepped Into a cuffee-houſe In the Mall 
to refreſh himſelf, Among the company in the room 
were u couple of Weltwinffer Jene, who veeupled the 
fire by ronſtſng thelr more lynuble parts, In the attiiude 
ſ6 excellently repreſented in the humorous French print 
of * The Fngllſh fAire-fide.' Inclined to roaſt alſo the 


merchant, one of them exclalmed, Sole the C' the 
merchant took not the leaſt notice, but read his news 
— with great compoſure : —thls encouraged the Jem» 
mies to 8 him, with, * Any news, My, 

« Yen, Sir, 


Quianunc Þ 
was reading au advertiſement of two frayed 
NH 
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Puppies, and perhaps, young gentlemen, you can give 
ſome account of them.“ 


A countryman poſing along the Strand, ſaw a coach 
overturned, and aſking what was the matter, he was in- 
formed, That three or four members of Parliament were 
overturned in that coach. Oh, ſaid he, there let them 
* father always adviſed me not to meddle with ſtate 

75. N 


A young Iriſh barriſter, on being told that Jehn Bull 
was an Engliſhman, in the brotherly affetion of his 
heart, exelnimel, * By ] —, ond Iam proud to hear of 
our near alliance: and that it is your ſamily of the Bulls 
that make us liſter kingdoms ! | 


A country fellow in Charles the Second's time, ſelling 
his load of hay in the Haymarket, two gentlemen, who 
came out of the Blue Poſts, were talking of affairs ; one 
ſald, that things did not go right, the king had been at the 
houſe, and prorogued the porliament, The countryman 
coming home, was aſked, What news in London ? G44 
heart, ſaid he, there's ſomething to do there ; the king 
has it ſeems, berrgred the parliament ſadly, 


A Welſhman and an Fngliſhman vapouring one day 
at the frultfulneſs of their countries, the Enlithinan ſuid, 
There was n cloſe near the town where he was born, which 
was (4 very fertile, that if a Kiboo was thrown in over 
night it would be ſo covered with graſs, that It ſhould be 
difficult to find it the next day, Splut; ſays the Welch- 
man, what's that? There lan cloſe where her was born, 
where you may put your horſe in over night, and not be 
able to Put him next mornings 


A reverend and charitable divine, for the benefit of 
the country where he relided, cauſed a large cauſeway to 
de begun; and as he was one Yay overlooking the — 

u certulu 
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a certain nobleman came by ; Well, doctor, ſaid he, for 
all your great pains and charity, I do not take this to be 
the highway to heaven, Very true, my lord, replied the 
doctor, for if it had, I ſhould have wondered to have met 
your lordſhip here, . 
The famous Sir George Rook, when he was a ca 
of the marines, was quartered at a village where he 
burried a pretty many of his men; at length the parſon 
reſuſed to perform the ceremony of their — — — 
more unleſs he was paid for it; which being told captain 
Rooke, he ordered tix men of his company to carry the 
corpſe of the ſoldier then dead, and lay him upon the par- 
ſon's hall table, This ſo embarruſſed the prieſt, that he 
ſent the captain word, if he would ſetch the man away, 
he would bury him, and all his company for nothing, 0 
Two countrymen who had never ſeen a play in their 
lives nor had any notion of it, went to the theatre in 
Drury-lane, when they placed themſelves ſnug in the 
corner of the middle gallery; the firſt muſic played, 
which they liked well enough ; then the ſecond and third, 
to their great ſatisfaction ; at length the curtain drew up, 
and three or four actors entered to begin the play; upon 
which one of the countrymen cried to the other, Cane, 
Hodge, let w be going, may hap the gentlemen are talking 
about buſineſs, 


Some gentlemen having a hare for ſupper at a tavern, 
the cook, Inſtend of a pudding, had erammed the belly 
full of thyme, but had not above half roaſted the hare, the 
legs being almoſt raw, which one of the company vbſerv+ 
Ing, ſaid, There was too much thyme, (time) In the belly, 
and too little In the legs. ' 


In eighty elght, when queen Elizabeth went from 
Temple Bar along Fleet-(irret, on ſome proceſſion, the 
lawyer Were ranged on one {ide of the way, and the cl⸗ 
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tizens on the other; ſays the lord Bacon, then a ſtudent, 
to a lawyer that ſtood next to him, Do but obſerve the 
courtiers, if they bow firſt to the citizens, they are in debt ; 
if to us, they are in law, 


A certain juſtice of the peace, not far from Clerken- 
well, in the firſt year of king George I. when the fellow, 
whom he hired to officiate as his clerk, was reading a mit- 
timus to him, coming to Anno Domini 1714, How now 
faid he, with ſome warmth, and why not Georgio Domini 
ſure you forget yourſelf ſtrangely, 


The Earl of 8 — a few years ago kept an Triſh foot- 
man, Who perhaps, was as expert in maklug bulls as the 
moſt learned of his coutrynſen. My lord having fent 
him one day with a prefent to a certain Judge, the Judge 
In return, fent my lord half a dozen live partridges wit 
a letter; the partridges Huttering In the baſket upon 
Teague's hend, as he was carrying them home, he (et 
down the baſket, and opened the 11d of It to quiet them, 
whereupon they all flew away, Oh! the devil burn ye, 

Id he, I am * u are gone but when he eame 

ine, and my lord had read the letter, Why, Teagy 
ſal my lord, 1 find there are half a dozen partridgen 
the letter ; Now, arrah, dear honey, fald Teague, 1 a 

lad you have found them In the letter, for they are all 
vut of the baſket, 


A wild young gentleman having married a very dif- 
ertet, virtuous young lady, the better to reelalm him, 
the cauſed It to be given out, at his return from his tra- 
vels, that ſhe was dead, and had been burrled ; In the 
mean time ſhe had fo 5 herfelt in dligulſe, as to be 
able ty obſerve how he took the news; and Anding him 
Rill the fame gay, Inconſtant man he always had been, 
{he appeared ta hin as the ghoſt of herſelf, at which he 
ſeemed not at all diſmayed ; at _ dilcloting herſelf ta 
him, he then appeared pretty much ſurpriſed ; a oe 
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by ſaid, Why, fir, you ſeem more afraid now thay be- 
fore, Av, replied he, muſt men are more afraid of a 
living wife than a dend one. 


Two brothers coming once to be executed ſor ſome, 
enormous crime, the eldeſt was turned off firſt, withont 
ſpeaking one word ; the other mounting the ladder, began 
to harangue the croud, whoſe ears were attentively open 
to hear him, expecting ſome confeſſion from him. Good 
pevple, ſays he, my brother hangs beſore my Face, and 
you ſee what a lamentable ſpeffacle he makes; tn a ſew 
moments I (hall be turned off too, and then you will lee 


@ pair of ſpectacles, 


A n enquiring what beeame of fuch a-one } Oh, 
dear, ſays one of the company, pu fellow, he died in- 
folvent H erles another, that Is a Ile, for Me died in Kugland, 
I am fure I was at his burying. 


Ayoung r who had ' married a very wild 
rk, that had run through a plentiful fortune, and was 
redueed to ſome ſtralts, was wy 1g ſaying to him 
one day, my dear, 1 want ſovine % ſadly, Madam, 
* he, how ean that be, wen you make ſo muny every 


A fellow once ſtanding in the pillory at Temple ＋ 
It 6eeaſioned a ſtop, fo that a carman with a load 
cheeſe had much a-do to paſs; and driving juſt up to the 
= 1 he aſked, What that was written over the perſon's 

ad they told him It was a paper te fignify his erime, 
that he ſtood there for Ay, fald he, What bs 
forgery ? They anfwered, that furgery was counterfolt: 
Ing another's hand — with Intent to cheat le, 
To which the earman replied, looking up at the er, 
Oh, — that comes of your reading, you 
Aly ' 


writing and 
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King Charles I. being in company with Lord Rocheſter, 
aud vthers of the nobility, who kad been drinking the 
beſt part of the night, Killigrew ene ine New, avs the 
King, we (hall hear of ur Favilts Nos falthy, fays Killi: 


preW, {iv Ht cafe 40 HOW? Wy head with that hich all the 
Wh talks . 


When Ind Jefferies, befve he was a Jug, Was 
— at the bar ance, a country ſellaw giving evi- 

ence Againſt his client, pulhed the matter very home on 
the fide he ſwore of, Jefferies, alter his uſual way, 
called out to the fellow, Hark ye, you fellow, in the leather 
doublet, what have you for ſwearing? To which the 
countryman ſmartly replied, Falt“, für, if you had no 
more for lying, than 1 have for ſwearing, you might e'en 
wear a leather doublet too, 


The ſame Jefferies aſterwards o the bench, told an 
old fellow with a long beard, that he ſuppoſed he had a 
conſcience as long as his beard, Does ou lordihip, re- 
plied the old mari, meaſure con/ciences by "beards ? If ſoy 
your lordſhip has no conſcience at all, „ 


ferred orders on ſo many blockhends ? Oh, my 3 
lie 


„ 


fowl, Yes, madam, ſaid he, and ſo I think ft is of the 
fair, ' . * Ro 
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Apelles, the ſamous painter, having drawn the picture 
of Alexander the Great on horſeback, brought it and 
preſented it to the prince: but he not beſtowing that 
praiſe on it which ſo excellent a picce deſerved, Apelles 

delirod 
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Mefired a living horſe might be brought who, moved by 
nature, (ell 6 —— anch neighlug as though it had 
been dftivally a Hiving ereature of the lame lpecies i Where⸗ 
won Apelles told Alexander, 7 hat Ms bake uten uud Faint 
he hoster than Mwyelfs | 


An old gentleman who had mente fine young lady, 
belng terribly afraid of euekaldom, tonk her ta taſk one 
day, and aſked her If ſhe had conlidered what a crying 
Un it was in a woman to cuckold her huſband ? Lord, my 
dear, laid ſhe, what do you mean f I never had ſuch 8 
thing in my head, nor never will, No, no, my dear, 
replied he, J ſhall have it in my head, you will have U 
ſometo ere el/e, 8 


One obſerving a crooked fellow in cloſe argument with 
another, who would have diſſuaded him from ſome incon- 
fiderate reſolution, ſaid to, his friend, Prithee let him 
alone, and ſay no more to him, you ſee he is bent upon its 


A vigorous young officer, who made love to a widow, 
eoming a little unawares upon her once, caught' her faſt 
in his arms, - Hey-dey, ſaid ſhe, do you fight after the 
French way, take towns before you declare war, No, 
faith, widow, ſaid he, but I ſhould be glad to imitate them 
ſo far as to be in the middle f the country before you could 
reliſt me. . 1 | 
4 & 8 ws 4 

Sir Godfrey Kneller, the painter, and the late Dr, 
Ratcliffe, had a garden in common, with but one gate ; 
Sir Godfrey, upon ſome occaſion, ordered the gate to be 
'railed, when the doctor heard of it, he ſaid, he did pot 
care what Sir Godfrey did to the gate, ſo he did not paint 
it. This being told Sir Godfrey, Well replied he, 1 can 
take that, or any thing elſe but phyſic, from my good 
fiend Dr, Ratcliffe, 


An 
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An honeſt bluff country farmer, meeting the parſ n of 
the pariſh in a bye lane, and not giving him the way fo 
readily as he expected, the parſon, with an ere cheſt, 
told him he was better fed than taught, Very true, indeed 
lir, replied the farmer, for you teack me, and 1 feed ny: 


fel. 


One aſking a painter how he eduld paint ſuch pretty 
faces in his pictures, and yet get ſuch homely children? 
* Becauſe, ſaid he, I made the firſt by day light, and the 
other in the dark, 


Sir John St. Leger, the Judge Jefferies of Ireland, had 
been remarkably ſevere to a number of poor wretches who 
were brought before him for committing depredations in 
that country, Paul Liddy was the captain of a banditti, 
who levied contributions in the part where the knight 
lived. Among others, he wrote to Sir John, to inform him, 
that if he aid not depoſit a certain ſum in the place he 
mentioned, at ſuch a time, he would ſet fire to his houſe, 
murder him, and raviſh his lady, ; 

Shortly after, by the vigilance of the knight, the ca 
tain was taken, and cloſely confined in irons, in t 
Black Dog priſon, Lady St. Leger could not reſiſt the 
curioſity of ſeeing a man, who had dared tb make ſuch a 
declaration. She accordingly went to the priſon, where 
ſhe was informed by the beautiful Monicia Gall, a cour - 
tezan, whom Liddy had married, that he was too muck 
indiſpoſed to ſee any one, Upon which, her ladyſhip, 
with an inſolenee that reduced her below the level of t 
unhappy perſon ſhe addreſſed, aſked her, whether ſhe 
was the villain's whore or his wife 7)— To which the other 
immediately replied, 1 have the misfortune to be his 
wiſe; the honour of whore was intended for your ladyſhip. 


It chanced that a merchant ſhip was ſo violently toſſed 
in a ſtorm at ſea, that all deſpairing of ſafety, betook 
themſelves to prayers, ſaving one mariner, who was - 

\ vw . 
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wiſhing to ſee two ſtars, Oh! ſaid he, that I could ſee 
two ſtars, or but one of the two: and of theſe words he 
made ſo ſrequent a repetition, that diſturbing the me- 
ditations of the reſt, at length one aſked him, what two 
ſtars, or what one ſtar he meant ? To whom he replied, 
O that I could ſee the Star in the Old Change, or the Star 
in Coleman-ſtreet, I care not which. 


Mr. Sharp, the ſurgeon, being ſent for to a gentleman 
who had jult received a {light wound in a rencounter, 
gave orders to his ſervant to go home with all haſte imagi- 
nable, and fetch a certain plaiſter : the patient turning a 
little pale, Lord, Sir, ſaid he, I hope there is no danger. 
Yes, indeed is there, anſwered the ſurgeon, for if the 
fellow does nut ſet up a good pair of heels, the wound will 
heal before he retu ns. 


# A hackney coachman, who had had a pretty good day, 
aſter taking care ot the horſes, retired to the neceſſary in 
the coach-yord, adjoining to that appropriated to the uſe 
of his maſter's ſamily, and where his maſter then ha 
_ to be. Our Jehu, not ſuſpecting he had any a 

urs, began to divide his earnings in a manner, ſaid to 
be not uncommon among the brothers of the whip, as 
follows, A ſhilling for maſter, -a ſhilling for myſelf ; 
which he continued till ke came to an odd ſix · pence, which 
agen" him a good deal, as he was willing to make a 
air diviſion, The maſter overhearing his per lexity, 
—__ him, You may as well let me have that ſix · pence, 
John, becauſe [ keep the horſes you know, 


During the late conteſted election at Colcheſter, the 
returning officer, who is a miller, receiving many heavy 
tokens of the mob's diſpleaſure, on account of ſome de- 
cition which they deemed illegal, Not a little agitated 
on the occaſion, he turned round to Mr, Rigby, and ſaid, 
He hoped to God he was ſafe in what he had done? O yes, 
rejoined Mr, KR—, as ſafe as a thief in a mill, _ 


( 46 ) 


The honourable Mr, W—— who is remarkable fur 
his talent at extempore verle, not many weeks ago was 
requeſted by Lady T- r- c-, to give her a proof of it, 
The ſubject ſhe choſe was the ring on her linger —aſter a 
moment's pauſe he repeated the following ſtanza, the 
ncatneſs of which has not an equal, 

Your huſband gave to you a ring, 
Set round with jewels rare; 
You gave to him a better thing, 
A ring ſet round with hair. 


A gentleman who poſſeſſes a ſmall eſtate in Glouceſ- 
terſhire was allured to town by the promiſes of a countier, 
who kept him in conſtant attendance for a long while to 


no purpoſe; at laſt the gentleman, quite tired out, 


called upon his pretended friend, and told him, that he 
bad at laſt got a place. The courtier ſhook him very 
heartily by the hand, and told him he was very much 
rejoiced at the event. But pray, fir, ſaid he, where is 
your place? In the Glouceſter coach, ſaid he, Sir, I ſecured ' 
it laſt night ; and you, {ir, have cured me of higher am- 
bition. 4 | 


During the late election for Weſtminſter, divers con- 


ſtables with their watchmen, were ſet at ſeveral places, 
to hinder the concourſe of people from flocking thither 
without ſome neceſſary occaiion ; amongſt others, one 
gentleman (being ſomewhat in the garb of a ſerving man) 
was examined what lord he belonged unto ? To which he 
readily replied, To the Lord, Jehovah /—Which word be- 
ing beyond the conſtable's underſtandiny, he aſked his 
watchmen, if they knew any ſuch Lord, they replied, 
No; however, the conſtable being unwilling to give dif- 
- taſte, ſaid, Well, let him paſs, notwithſtanding, [ be- 
lieve it to be ſome Scotch Lord or other. 


The celebrated ſinger, Mr, Banniſter, being at a 


ny s ſeat in the country, on a vilit, where, at an 
ina 


4 


(mn) 


inn adjacent; there was held a jovial meeting weekly, 
of gentlemen farmers and mechanics of the place. On 
the night appointed, the gentleman takes, in diſguiſe, 
Mr, Banniſter with him, in order to hear a famous 
blackſmith perform, who had long-bore the bell for the 
beſt pipe in the country, who unluckily was abſent that 
night: The gentleman in order to have his place in a 
meaſure well ſupplied, begs our Banniſter to tune his 
pipe, which he doing. with his uſual good humour, fo 
rouſed and animated an honeſt hearty miller there, 
that when done, he flew from his ſeat, comes round to 
Banniſter in the greateſt rapture, and ſays, Give me 
your hand, mon, ega4, you ſing almoſt as well «.$ our blackſmith. 


A handſome young gentlewoman. of a good family 
and {mall fortune, was atked, Why ſhe aid not apply to 
be maid of honour? She anſwered, becauſe ſhe could not 


pu/h for it. 


A taylor's apprentice was ſent home with a ſuit of 
cloaths to a gentleman, who, the foreman tald him, always 
gave a ſhilling upon, thoſe cccaſions; and, às that was 
the foreman's perquiſite, charged the boy not to cheat 
him, by pretending he had not received ſo much. When 
the boy arrived at the gentleman's houſe, and delivered 
the clbaths, he made him a preſent of only fix-pence. — 
The boy was highly chagrined at this difappointment, 
imagining the foreman would apprehend he had packeted 
half what he had received. He therefore thought of this 
droll expedient. Sir, ſays he, to the gentleman who 
gave him ſix-pence, I wiſh you would give me two fſix- 
e for a ſhilling, He readily conſented ; but when 

e had given the boy the change, he preſented him the 
lixpence he had received from him. Why this is only 
{ix-pence (ſays the gentleman', You are miſtaken fir, 
ſaid the boy, it muſt be a jkilling, for our foreman ſays you 
always give a ſhilling. 
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As the late Dean Swiſt was once upon a journey, at- 
tended by a ſervant, they put up at an mn, where they 
lodged all night; in the morning the Nean called for his 
boots ; the ſervant immediately took them to him ; when 
the Dean ſaw them, How is this Tom, ſays he, my boots 
are not cleaned? No, Sir, replied Tom, as you are go- 
ing to ride, I thought they would ſoon be dirty again; 
Very well, ſaid the Dean, go and get the horſes ready. 
In the mean time the Dean ordered the landlord to let 
his man have no breakfaſt. When the ſervant returned, 
the Dean aſked if the horſes were ready? Yes, fir, ſays 
the ſervant: Go bring them out then, ſaid the Dean, I 
have not had my breakfaſt yet, fir, ſays Tom; Oh, no 
matter for that, ſays the Dean, if you had it you would 
ſoon be hungry again. They mounted and rode off; as 
they rode the Dean pulled a book out of his pocket, and 
fell to reading, a gentleman met them, and ſeeing the 
doctor reading, was not willing to diſturb him, but 
paſſed by till he met the ſervant, Who is that gentle- 
man, faid he, to the ſervant? It is my maſter, fir, ſaid 
Tom ; I know that, you blockhead, ſaid the gentleman, 
but where are you going ? We 3 to Heuven, ſir, 
ſays Tom. How do you know that ? ſaid the gentleman, 
Becauſe I am faſting, and my maſter is praying, lir, ſo 1 
think we are in the right road to that place, 


William Penn, the quaker, once waiting upon King 
Charles II. kept on his hat. The King, as a gentle 
rebuke for his ill manners, put off his own, Friend 
Charles, fald Penn, Why det thow not keep thy hat on “ 
Friend Penn, replied the King, it is the cuſtom of this 
place, for ny more than one perſon ever to be covered ut @ 


General Arminger's death * very ſudden, and on 
the night of hls nuptlals, a Maid of Hunour aſked Mr, 
Chace Price the cnuſe of | 

general died of u parentheſis, 


k, Miſs, replied the wit, the ; 
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During his Majeſty's laſt painful illneſs, that eminent 
phyſician, Dr. Zimmermam of Hanover, attended him. 
One day, when he waited upon his Majeſty, the King 
laid to him,—You have, Sir, I ſuppoſe, helped many 
into another world, — Not ſo many, replied Zimmermam, 
as your Majeſty, nor with ſo much honour to myſelf. 


While the King was laying ont his garden at Sans- 
Souci, a mill was in his way, and he ordered the miller 
to be treated with for the purchaſe of it. The miller 
was very loth to fell his mill, and the King offered to 
build him another in any part of the country he ſhould 
chuſe, But all was in vain ; the miiler would not part 
with the old family mill. Don't you know, ſaid the King, 
that if I pleaſe I may take your mill, turn you out, and not pay 
you a farthing for it ?—Aye, replied the miller, that you 
might, if there was no ſuch thing as a ſupreme court of juſtice at 
Berlin, The King laughed heartily, left him his mill, 
and altered the whole plan of his garden, 


The King once rang the bell in his cabinet; but as no- 
body anſwered, he __ the door of the antichamber, 


it was a letter from the page's mother, t tents of 
which were nearly as follows == She return r fon 
many thanks for the money he ha ils ſa- 
lary, and had ſent to her, w. ry timely 


uſliltonee, God would certainly reward him for it ; 
and If he continued to ferve God and his king faiths 
ſully and conſeientiouſly, he conld not fail of fuccefy 
and proſperity in this „ reading this, the 
King ftept ſoftly Into his cloſet, fetched en ronieau of 
duenta, and put lt with the letter, Into the page's pork 
et, He then rang ſo long till the page awoke and came 
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into the cloſet. * You have been aſleep, I ſuppoſe," ſaid 
the King. The page could not deny it? ſtammered 
out an excuſe; put, in his embarraſſment, his hand 
into his pocket, and felt the rouleau of ducats. He im- 
mediately pulled it out, turned pale, and looked at 
the King with tears in his eyes. * What's the matter 
with you?” ſaid the King. Oh!" replied the page, 
* ſomebody has contrived my ruin; I know nothing of 
this money.'—What God beftows, returned the King, he be- 
ftows in 1 * Send the money to your mother; give 
my reſpects to her, and inform her, that I will take 
care of both her and you. 


A ſhort time before the King's death, a good appoint- + 


ment had been given to a Subaltern in his army, The 
warrant was, as uſual, laid before the King for his ap- 
probation and ſignature; but, inſtead of ſigning uit, 
dre under it a man hanging upon a gallows ; having re— 
collected ſome particular occurrence in which he had 
behaved improperly, and rendered himlelf unworthy 
of promotion, 


A celebrated Chicf Juſtice being on the midland cir- 
euit, a Mr, Shirley, of the county of Leiceſter, was 
brought beſore him, charged with ** committed a 
rope on the w_ of one of his tenant's daughter's ; the 
judge was remarkable for poſſe ſſing an uncommon ſhore of 
delicacy, and therefore, on the day preceding that of the 


intended trial, ordered the crier of the court to give no- 


tice that it would come on the next morning at ſeven 
o'clock ; thereby truſting that the female ſex would abſent 
themſelves on ſuch an occaſion : inſtead of which the 
ladies came pouring in numbers into the court by ſix 
o'clock : at length the judge having heard all that the 
witnelles had to ſay in ſupport ot the charge, delired the 
priſoner would enter upon his defence, Mr, Shirley 
therefore informed the court, that as he was one evening 
walking over the ground, he eſpied his proſecutrix carry 
away a bundle of faggots from a pile- that belonged to 
him, and obſerving that ſhe was a handſome girl, he 
jocoſely told her, if ever he caught her repeating the 
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tranſgreſſion, he would aſſuredly repay himſelf in a way 
moſt agreeable to his wiſhes, Bulineſs calling him che 
next day to town, he was abſent about a fortnight, and on 
his return home, one of his ſervants delired to know whe- 
ther he had given permiſſion to a young woman to carry 
away faggots from ſuch a pile, for that ſhe had done it 
every evening ſince his departure, it immediately recurred 
to him that it muſt be the girl he had ſeen before; and 
'about the ſame hour he repaired to the old ſput, where 
he had not waited Jong before ſhe made her appearance : 
to be brief, he jocularly delired the girl to make perſona! 
reſtitution, which without heſitation or reluctance ſhe 
complied with, Mr, Shirley, in mort was honourably 
acquitted, but before he departed the court, the judge de- 
lired to give him one piece of advice; if, ſays his lord» 
ſhip, you ſhould ever lind a woman ſtealing your ſaggots 
again, do not threaten ber with ſuch a puniſhment, for 
il you do, believe me that the Laites in the gallery will not 
leave you a flick in your hedge, 

Lord Peterborough, when a young man, and about 
the time of the Revolution, had a palliun for a lady 
who was ſond of birds, She had ſeen and heard a tine canary 
bird at a coffee-houſe near Charing-cro!s, and entreated 
kim to get it for her. The owner of it was a widow, 
and Lord Peterborough offered t buy it ot a great price, 
which ſhe refuſed, Finding there was no other way of 
coming at the bird, he determined to change it ; and get— 
ting one of the ſame colour, with nearly the ſame marks, 
but which happened to be a hen, he went to the houſe, 
The miſtreſs of it uſually ſat in a room behind the bar, 
to whichhe had eaſy acceſs, Contriving th ſend her out 
of the way, he effected his purpoſe; an upon her re- 
turn, took his leave, He continued to frequent the 
houſe, to avoid ſuſpicion ; but ſorbore ſaying any thing 
of the bird, till about two years after; when, taking oc» 
caſion to ſpeak of it, he ſaid to.the woman, — /I would have 
_ that bird of you, and you refuſed my money for it ; 
dare ſay %% are by this time ſorry for it. Indeed, Sir, 
anſwered the woman, JI ain not; nor would tate an 
Jum for him; for, would you believe it? from the time that 
our good King was forced to go abroad and leavs us, the 
dear creature has not ſung a note, 


FW 

Sam. Foote was invited to a convivial meeting at 
the houſe of the late Sir Francis Blake Delaval, te 
Sandwich was one of the gueſts upon the ſame occa- 
ſian, When the Comedian entered, the peer exclaimed, 
What are you ſtill alive? Yes, my Lord, replied Foote, 
Pray, Sam, retorted his lordſhip, which do you think 
will happen to you firſt, the experience of a certain di- 
eaſe, or an intimate acquaintance with the gallows } Why, 
rejoined the comedian, that depends upon circumſtan- 
res, and they are theſe, whether J prefer embracing your 
lordjhip's miſtreſs, or your principles, 


A young fellow, who had more fortune than wit, 
being at . at the houſe of a gen'leman of dil- 
tinction, a young lady that was there was taken with 
a fainting fit, and while every body haſtened to her 
aſliſtance, ſome with ſmelling bottles, and ſome with 
other helps, proper on ſuch occaſion; ſays the ſpark, 
with a ſneer, There is no great danger, I ſuppoſe it only 
a breeding qualm; Sir, ſays a gentleman that ſat near 
him, with a ſevere tone of voice, the lady is a ſiſter 
of mine, and has been a widow theſe two years, Pardon 
me, replied the ſpark, who did not extremely like his 
looks, and was willing to ga the offence, /he looks 
ſo young and innocent, that I took her for a maid, 


Some gentlemen coming out of a tavern pretty merry, 
a link boy cried, have a light, gentlemen? Light your- 
ſelf to the devil, you dog, ſays one of the company, 
Bleſs you, maſter, replied the boy, / can find the way 
in the dark; ſhall I light your konor there, 


A gentleman riding through a river, which he ſup- 
poſed deep, bid his ſervant go before, But he, to 
ihew his politeneſs, replied, I never wAl be guilty of o 
much ill-manners, pray, ſir do you croſs over firſt, 


A man having a ſcolding wife, he ſwore he would 
drown himſelf; ſhe followed him, and deſired him to 


ſorbear, at leaſt to let her ſpeak with him, Speak 
5 quickly 
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uickly then, ſays he, Pray huſband, if you will needs 
— yourſelf, pray take = council, to go into a deep 


place, ſor it will grieve my heart to ſee you @ long time 


dying. 


In a great ſtorm at ſen, when all expected to be 
caſt away, they went to prayers; in the midſt of their 
devotion, a boy falls a laughing, 'The captain aſked 
him, what he meant by it? Why, truly, lir, ſaid he 
I laugh at that man's fiery noſe there, to think what a hiſſing 
it will make by and by, when it comes into the water, 


A phyſician's horſe being out of order, he ſent him 
to the farrier to be cured, which being done, the Doc- 
tor went to pay him, No, ſaid the farrier, We doc- 
tors never take any money one of another 


As a thief was going to the gallows out of the town, 
near Norwich, many boys, ran to ſee the execution; 
which he ſeeing, called to them, ſaying, Boys, you 
need not make ſo much haſte, for there twill be no ſport 
till J come. 


A young bride undreſſing herſelf unwillingly, and 
crying, Well, child, ſays her mother, I wiſh / were to 
take thy place to night. 


An old lady meeting a Cambridge ſtudent, aſked him, 
how her nephew behaved himſelf? Truly, madam, ſays 
he, he is a brave fellow, and ſticks cloſe to Catherine 
Hall, (the name of a college there.) I vow, ſaid ſhe, 
I feared as much; he had always a hankering after the 
wenches from a boy, | 


A citizen was ſaying in company, that he had ne- 
ver ſeen an ear of rye in his life, A young lady 
then preſent, whoſe name was Miſs Rye, ſaid, at the 
ſame time ſhewing him one of her ears, Here, ir, 
is an ear of Rye, which, if you pleaſe, you may be- 
hold, The gentleman eng caught hold of her 
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enr, and gnve her n pinch, Now, madam, ſald he, 
you have a wry face too, 


A diſpute having long ſubſiſted In na gentleman's ſa- 
mily, between the maid and the coachinan, about 
W-tching the cream for breakfaſt; the gentleman one 
morning called them both before him, that he might 
hear what they hall to ſay, an decide accordingly, 
he maid pleaded, that the con hman was lounging 
about the kitchen the belt part of the morning, yet 
liv was fo ilhk-wntured, he would not fetrh the eream 
for her; 4ztwithitanding he faw the had fr much (a 
do, that (he had not a moment to ſpare, The conch» 
man alledged, lt was none of his buſineſs, Ver 
well, ſaid the maſter; but pray what do you eall 
your bulineſs? To take care of the horſes, and elean 
and arive the coach, repiteck Jruil, rity ay be, 
anſwered the maſter, and I do not expect you to do 
more than I hired you for; but this I inſiſt on, that 
every morning before breakfaſt, you get the coach ready, and 
drive the maid to the farmer's for mili; and I hope you 
will allow that to be part of your buſineſs, 


A gentleman having a rundlet of ſack in his houſe, 
a friend of his coming to viſit him, he invited him 
down- into the cellar to taſte his ſack; where, ſaid he, 
for want of another cup, I have an excellent Cain to 
drink out of, No, I thank you, Sir, ſaid the other, 
for I know, then I ſhall not be Able to come up 


again, 


A notorius thief being to be tried for his life con- 
feſſed the robbery he was charged with. The judge 
hereupon directed the jury to find him guilty, upon 
his own confeſſion. The jury having laid their heads 
together, brought him in not guilty. The judge bid 
them conſider of it again; but ſtill they brought in 
their verdict, not guilty, The judge aſked them the 
reaſun; The foreman replied, there is reaſon enough. 


for 


1 


for we all know him to be on? of the greateſt liars in the 
workl, „ 


Dr. King, late Archbiſhop of Dublin, having invi- 
ted ſeveral pertons of diflinftion to dine with him, 
had, ninoglt a great Variety uf diſhes, a fine leg of 
mutton and raper-lavee; but the doctor, who was not 
fond of butter, and remarkable for preferring a trem- 
cher then plate, had ſorne of the above pickles reſers 
ved diy In his own ule; which, as he was minelngs 
he called aloud to the company te vblerve um! 
here preſent you, my lords and gentlemen, fald he, 
with a (light that may henceforward ſerve you to tall 
of as ſomething curious, That you ſaw an areMbihop of 


Dublin, at fourſeore and ſeven years of age, eut capers up" 
a trencher, 


Some years ago, Dr, Johnſon being in company 
with Foote, the emigration of the Scotch ro London 
became the ſubject of converſation, Fogte inliſted that 
the emigrants were as numerous in the former, as in 
the preſent reign; the doctor the contrary, This diſ- 
pute continued with a friendly warmth for ſome time, 
when Johnſon called out, you are certainly in the 
wrong, Sam; but I ſee how you are deceived; you 
cannot diſtinguiſh them now_as formerly, for the fel- 
lows all come breeched to the capital of late years. 


Three young Cantabs went one evening to a coffee- 
houſe near St. James's, being recommended to it for 
the goodneſs of the wine, particularly old hock; one 
of them, who took upon himſelf to be the wit of the 
company, ordered the waiter to bring a bottle of hic, 
hc, hoc. However, the waiter paid no attention to 
his command; and, upon being called again, was 
damned for a ſtupid raſcal, and aſked the reaſon why 


he did not bring the hock. Really, gentlemen, faid. 


he, I thought you had declined it. 
D 4 Two 


. x 


( 56 ) 
Two girls of Whitechapel, diſputing 12 — 


ey, one the daughter of « gentleman of ſmall fortune, 
You are to conſider, miſs, ſaid the brewer's daughter, 
that my pappa keeps a coach, Very true, madam, ſaid 
the other, aud you are to conſider that he likewiſe keeps 


a ray, 


Mrs, who had married a huſband of great 
— nature, but a little dehcient in — of under - 

anding, was reproached by her brother-in-law, who 
told her in deriftion, that ſhe had coupled herſelf to 
a fool. So has my ſiſter, ſays ſhe, for no man of 
ſenſe would ever endeavour to give any woman a mean 
opinion of her huſband, 


A certain highwayman uſed to rob on the highway, 
dreſſed in the attire of a clergyman, and it was ob- 
ſerved by a wit, he like them collected his tythes, 


An Oxford ſcholar being informed that a carrier 
who ſtopped at the door, was an arch fellow, thus 
attacked him. Why, they tell me my friend, that 
you are a very wiſe man, May be ſo, ſays the fel- 
low. And that you know all London, continued the 
ſcholar, and every body in it; pray can you tell me, 
where I live? In Anaves Acre, ſays the carrier; Ay, 
but I am about to move, ſays the Oxonian: And 
that will be to Tyburn, quoth the other. 


A few weeks ago, as a gentleman in one of the 
coffee-houſes Eaſt of Temple-bar, was reading to a 
group of city politicians, the late famous ſpeech of 

rd Shelburne, in which his lordſhip expreſſed his 
opinion, That our very women weie able to beat 
back the French, if they ſhould attempt an invaſion 
of this country ; a — gentleman immediately ſump- 
ed up, and firiking his fiſt againſt the table, cried, 


Right, my boy! damme if 1 doubt it, and I hope 
to ſce the day that ſome of the Monſieurs ſhall re- 
reve. a tad 

«ith women, 


drubbing from a Britiſh ſhip manned 
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A gentleman eroffing Ludgate Street, was applled to 
by a man who ſweeps the croſſing for charity, The 
ventleman replied, I am going a little farther, and will 
remember you when I return, Pleaſe your honour, ſays 
the man, it is unknown the eredit I give in this way, 


A gentleman who had a numerous family, obſerving 
once at a table, that thank God he could digeſt any 
thing; another aſked him how he digeſted his ten chil- 
dren? O, ir, ſaid the gentleman, / brinz them up, 


An Indian chief being aſked his opinion of a caſk of 
Madeira wine, preſented to him by an officer in the 
Company's ſervice, ſaid, he thought it a juice extracted 
from womens tongues and lions hearts ; for after he had 
drank a bottle of it, he ſaid, he could talk for ever and 
fight the devil. 

ld 

A young man aſſured a young woman that he would do 
any thing to ſerve her. If I was poor and neceſhtous, 
ſaid the lady, I make no doubt but you would expreſs 
yourſelf in a different manner. Indeed, madaan, I 
would not, replied Tom, for if you was naked I would 
cover you. 


A man in Flanders dreamed one night that he was a 
cuckold, ſo he went to a prieſt to deſire him to con- 
ſeſs his wife, eſpecially in that point. Well, ſays the 
prieſt to him, becauſe you are my loving friend, I will 
lend you my gown and hood, and you ſhall take her con- 
feſſion yourſelf, This very prieſt had lain with this man's 
wife ſeveral times; ſo while he was waiting for his wiſe's 
coming, the prieſt went and told her the intrigue, and 
that her huſband was to take her confeſſion; ſo when ſhe 
came to him, and after many ſimple queſtions that he 
aſked her, conſeſſed to him, that te had only lain with 
three men; that was a young man, an old man, and a 
Friar ; ſo he came home, as he thought, undiſcovered ; 
as.he was at work, he would often be crying, the young 
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man, the old man, and the friar. Troth, huſband, I 
believe the Prieſt has told what I confeſſed to him, and I 
did indeed conſeſs ſo to him, for I did fo, I lay with a 
young man, an old man and a ſriar ; and yet, huſband, 
theſe three are but. one; ſor I lay with you when you 
were a young man, and I lie with you now you are an 
old man, and are you not the friar which I made my 
confeſſion to? Therefore all theſe three were only you, 
my dear huſband, Is it ſo, my honeſt and chaſte wiſe ? 
Well, by my faith, thou haſt given me ſuch great ſatigfuction in 
point of thy honeſty, that I ſhould be both fool and knave to 
quejiton it any more. 


An impudent fellow dined ſo often at a gentleman's 
houſe, that he grew quite weary of him : and ſeeing hiny 
there one day dehred dinner to be put back. The 
fellow aſter waiting ſome time, enquired when dinner 
would come up. Truly, Sir, ſays the ſervant, not till 
yuu are gone, ſo it is but a folly for you to ſtay. 


A Philoſopher being blamed by a ſtander- by, for de- 
ſending an argument weakly againſt the emperor Adrian, 
replied, What, rwould you have me contend with a man that 
commands thirty legtons of ſoldters, 


A printer turned phyſician, upon which change, a 
friend applauded him, ſaying, you have done well; for 
before, yorr faults could be diſcovered by the naked eye, but 
na they are hid, | 


It being told Antigonns, in order to intimidate him, 
us he marched to the held of battle, that the enemy 
would ſhoot ſuch vollies of arrows ns would intercept the 
light of the fun, J am glad of that, replied he, for 
it bein; very hot, we ſhall then fight in the ſhade, 


On the death of Cardinal Fleury, the Royal Academi- 
cians wiſhed that Voltaire might ſucceed him as n mem- 
ber of that ſociety, The ancient biſhop of Mirepoix 

op- 
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oppoſed Voltaire, under a pretence, that it would be an 
offence to God, ſhould a profane perſon, like him, ſuc- 
ceed a Cardinal, ; 

Mirepox was a dull bigot, and Voltaire took all oppor- 
tunities to laugh at his abſurdities. The Biſhop uſually 
ſigned his letters Anc. Eveque, &c. Voltaire always read 
Ane, or Aſs, for Acien, or Ancient, and this joke paſſed 
from Paris to his correſpondents in the conrts abroad, 
Mirepoix ſoon heard of his nickname, and complained 
bitterly to the King that he was laughed at for a fool in 
foreign courts. Oh,” ſaid Louis, that is a matter quite ſet- 
tled, an! you muſt let it paſs, my lord. 


Louis XIV. was told that Lord Stair was one of the 
beſt bred men in Europe, I ſhall ſoon put that to the teſt, 
faid the King; and aſking Lord Stair to take'an airing 
with him, as ſoon as the door was opened, he bade him paſs 
and go in, The other bowed, and obeyed. 'The King 
faid, The world is in the right in the character it gives. Ano- 


ther perſon would have troubled me with ceremony. 


King William having invited the Earl of Pembroke to 
one of his parties, was told that his Lordſhip was quat- 
relſome in his cups. He laughed and ſaid, he would 
defy any man to quarrel with him, as long as he could 
make the bottle go round. What was foretold, however, 
happened ; and Lord Pembroke was carried from the 
room and put to bed. When told the next morning what 
he had done, he haſtened to the palace, and threw him- 
ſelf upon his knee, No apologies, faid the King; [ was 
told you Na no fault in the world but one, and [ am glad to find 
it is true // do not like your faultleſs people, Then taking 
him by he hand, he added, Make not yourſelf uneaſy, 
theſe accidents, over a bottle, are nothing among friends, 

i 


| Charles IT, being prevailed upon by one of his 
courtiers to knight a very worthleſs fellow, when he was 
going to lay his {word upon his ſhoulder, our new knight 


rew back, and hung down his head, us if out of coun- 
hy tenance 


| 
| 
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| 


( 60 ) 


tenance ; Den't be q lamed, ſays the King, I have the greateſt 
rea/on to be ſo. 


Santenil, a celebrated writer of Latin hymns, in 
France, during the laſt century, having once a conſeſ- 
fional dreſs on, a lady, who took him for a conſeſſor, 


fell upon her knees, and recounted all her fins. The 


pcet muttered ſomething to himſelf. The penitent, 
thinking he was reproaching her for her wickedneſs, haſt- 
ened the conclulivn of her cunſeſſion; and, when ſhe 
found the conſelſor quite ſilent, the then aſked him 
for abſulution. What ! do you tale me for @ prieft? ſaid 
Fanteull,— Ri, then, ſaid the lady, quite alarmed, did 
ven liſten to me ﬀ—&nd why, replied Santeull, did you ſpeak 
to the 1 U this ayer go and complun to * po aid 
the euraged femaſe.— nd 1, laid the poet, will go to your 
ad, and give Mm a fall acotint of your endure? 


A few duns aſter the Rye-houſe Plot, Charles II. was 
walking in St, James's Park, without guards vr attend- 
erty; the duke of York afterwards remonſtrated with 
kim en the inprudence of his conduct, Tele care of 


Wyre, brother James, replied the King: Din't ale 


ern aut me for n Man will bite me, to nate 
eu. 


A clown once took a ſuncy to hear the Latin diſputes 
vo doctors aten univerlity, He was aſked what plea- 
fire he cond take in viewing tuch combatants, when he 
could never know ſo much ns which of the paxties had 
the better, For that matter, replied the clowng © an't ſuch 
@ furl neither, Out J can ſee who's the firſt that palduther in 


a un. , 


o 


* 
When Congreve was aſked by a court lady Per, 
Ie comegies, he made {6 free with the ſex 175 & 
vid the bard, I/ Ha my charatters rom nature, 


Some time sſter the late Lord Waldegrave abſured 
the catholic religion, he wos lent ambaſſador to _ 
where 
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where le reſided ſeveral years. Being one day at an en- 
tertainment where his conſin the duke of Berwick, and 
many other noblemen, were preſent, the duke wanting 
to mortify him on the ſcore of religion, aſked, his lord- 
ſhip, whether the miniſters of ſtate, or the miniſters of the 
goſpel, had the greateſt ſhare in his converſion -I am 
aſtoni hed, my lord duke, ſays Waldegrave, how you can 
ak me ſuch a queſtion ! Do net you know, tat when [ quits 
tel the Roman Catholic religt. n, I left off confeſſion, 


Several years ago, Dr. Arne produced an operetta at 
Covent-garden theatre, called 7he Roſe, which, though 
there were many ſcriptural alluſions in it, was hifſed off 
the ſtage the firſt night, Foote getting into the lobby of 
the houſe juſt aſter Its ſute, Was aſked by an acquaint- 
ance, What he really taught of it.—Why, an the proty 
of it, ſays the Wit, / mat He never Jae d proce ſo jiy(ly 
Wanne tn my Ife. 


Rochefoncanit, the Freneh Rocheſter of Louis the fours 
tenths conrt, having offended the king, hired a dung⸗ 
cot, ond tripping himſelf quite naked, got up to the 
chin in it; Jul ov his majeſty wos pulling through the 
(ireets of Parts In fate, The dung cart man, us in- 
Uructed, Immediately lellen wrangling with one of the 
king's poſtillions, which vecalioned fo much noiſe, that 
the king put his hend out of the window to know what 
was the matter, Rocheſoucault, watching the opportunity, 
tailſed himſelf forward in the cort, all bemired as he 
was, nnd bowing very reſpe&tully to his mojeſty, repli- 
ed,— Nothing at all, fire, but that your conchman and — 
have had a fracas trgether. 


When a certain nobleman wos made lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, it was hinted to him that the crown would ſpare 
him the trouble of looking out for a ſeeretary, His lord» 
hip, however, immediately replied, that ho had tixed 
upon one already, an attorney of his acquaintance, 


whole honour, good ſenſe, and fidelity, he had the 
| greateſt 


U 
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greateſt aſfurances of Pol, paß, ſays the officer of the 

erowi, Who was ſpeaking to him, all that may be, but then 

de %% tut do for 4 ſecretary —There you and / differ, favs bis 

lord{hip, ending the converſation; / 4% of to place that 
a Man F good ſenſe and integrity in Hot Mt r. 


Profeftir Srmilth, of Glaftow was enumeratlug to Dr. 
Johnfun the many fine proſpects which were to be feen 
bt Fdinburgh and its envitens, When he had done, Dr. 
Johnfon fald, tt / believe you have forgot t9 mention the but 
oper of the white, hat e fald the profellir i= 

he 11 ad from Edinburgh to Londen, 


During the Iaft war with France, Lord Howe was ſud- 
denly awakened from his lleep by un officer, Who, In 
haſte, told him the ſhip was un fire cloſe to the powder- 
room. His lordſhip covlly replied; —ff i fs ſo; we Pall 
Joon know it; Some Winutes afterwards, the lleutenant 
teturnech and told his lordſhip he had no ovation to be 
Had, for the Are Was extiiiguithed; Afraid } teplicd 
ſord Howe, haſtily j; —What do ven Heat by that's Sf; 1 ne⸗ 
ter tat altald i Wy tif # 


When the Duke of Nivengls was Ambaſfador in Eng: 
land, he was gving down t9 Lord Toewnlhend's feat in 
Norfolk, en a private vilit, quite difhabille, and with 
enly ane ſervaſſſ when he was obliged, tram a very 
heavy ſhawer of rain, to ftap at @ farm-houſe in the 
way, The maſter of the hovſe was a clergyman, who, 
ta a poor curacy, added the care of a few ſchalars in 
the neighbourhood, which, in all, might make his living 
about gol. a year, and which was all he had to main- 
tain a wife and ſix children, When the duke alighted, 
the clergyman, not knowing his rank, begged. him to 
come in and dry himſelf, which the other accepted, by 
borrowing a pair of old worſted ſtockings and ſlippers of 
him, and warming himſelf by a good fire. After ſome 
converſation, the duke obſerved an old cheſs-board hang 
ing up; and as he was paſſionately fond of that mo 
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be aſked the clergyman whether he could play ? The 
other told him he could, pretty tolerably j but found it 
very difficult, In that Patt of the country, to get an an- 
tagonilt.--f um your wan, ys the Duke Nd all my 
bart ſuys the parting—iand if yor'll bay and ea pot tick, 
II try if © can't beat you "the ay cöntinuſug falny, 
the dike arvepted his offer; When the parton played To 
much better, that be wor * game., This Was (6 far 
from fretting the Dube, that he was highly pleafed t6 
meet & men Who eguld give him fuck entertalnment At 
his favorite game, He accordingly enquired Into the 
{late of hls Family m—_— luſt taking a memaran- 
gum of hls addreſs, without difeovering his title; thauk- 
ed im, and departed, Some months paſſed over, and 
the clergyman never thought any thing of the matter ; 
when, une evening, & footman In loved very rode up 
ty the dur, and pfelentea um with the following billet! 

The due of Nivernis's compliments wait en the Revi Mrs 
und, at a remember for Me good drubbing he 
gave him at cheſ begs that he wield ur of the eng if 
==; worth 4561; fer Hints ea Mar de will ware en Mio 
Fr8 the dhe if Vent tte Fray oats tn Math kim r 
the fans ——The good parſrn Wes fone Hine belvre hs 
eld iwaczſne ah Hhing Wore than 4 jelly and was wit 
Fer going i But fs his wile infiflel oe Vis tying, he carne 
wp te fan and fund the eantfits of the let Viterally 
we, 19 his wwlpeakable fatisfaction, 


Mr, Quin was at Tunbridge fur his health, when a 
certain oratorical gentleman burſt out into ſuch extrava- 
gant fits of laughter, in the aſſembly wom, that he drew 
the obſervation of all the company upon him Coming 
up to Quin, he aſked him, if he had ever ſeen a man in 
ſuch ſpirits before ?—Yes, once, replied the wit, but then 
he was im Moorfelds. 


Mr. Quin, upon his firſt coming to Bath ſound him- 
ſelf very extravagantly charged for eatables and drink- 
ables, as well as lodging and waſhing. At the end of the 

tirft 


( 64 ) 


firſt week, he took afide Mr. Naſh, Maſter of the Ceres 
monies, who invited him to Bath, as being the cheapeſt 
ace in England for u man ol taſte and a don it ant. 

Ir. Naſh, who loved his juke, and knew that Quin loved 
n pun 8 well as himſelf, replied, They have acted by you 
tpn u Chriſtian principles, How fo? Tays Quin;—MWy, 
ielined Naſh; yoo uus a ranger and they took you in, 
che but; ſaſd Quin, they gate Aleveed mes fftend if 
elouathing we. 


The Maſter of the Ceremonies was & few _ aten, 
in company With Quit When he was in one of his (att- 
Fieal Michels, and ilonpring 4% take off melt 6f che 
Who were prefent; Neth, esse ing ts be the next, git 
Why and Was uten the paint of retiring: Quin alkerl 
hin the reaten why he went th Kun f —T'a which he re: 
ray hi order ta (ave you We (ible of taking we wif; | 
kink i i beſt tv take wylelt of, 


As Quin and another gentleman were paſſing one eve- 
ning through St. Paul's Church yard, their attention was 
attracted by a mob of people, who were aſſembled tn 
hear a man relate, Tat there lad bren a chinmey cn fire in 
the Berough; that he Jad ſeen, with his own eyes, the engines 
go, in order to extinguiſh it; but t! at it te as quite got under le- 
fore they arrived, Upon ſeeing the attention of ſuch a 
roncc urſe of people attracted by ſo very unentertaining 
a detail, Mr, Quin and his friend could not help refle&t- 
ing upon the natural curiolity of Engliſhmen, which 
was excited by the moſt trifling circumſtance ;—and 
very frequently by no circumſtance at all, Let us try, 
ſaid Quin, an ex, eriment upon cur countrymens' curioſity, 
This was immediately agreed to; and they accordingly 
repaired to the oppolite fide of the church-yard, 
where, having taken a convenient ſtand, and ſtgring up 
to the ſtone gallery, Quin gravely ſaid, This is about the 
time, — Jes, replied the other, taking out his watch, and 
looking at it under a lamp, this ras preciſely the time it 


made its appearance laſt night, They had now collected ® A 
lea 
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lealt n dozen Inquilitive [petatora, who, fixing their eves 
wp the lecple, nſked, What was to be fron # To this Mr. 
Quin replied, Tat the ghoſt of a lay who had been mare 
adored; hat been ſeen to walk round the raſts of the ſtone gallery 
fir ſome evenings, and that he was experied to walk again tu 
Walt This Information Was preſently ſpread throigh 
the Wultitude, which, by this thine, wis augmented t6 
at lealt a hundted. All eyes were fixed upon the (ne 
gallery; and a frequently ſupplied the place of 
realty, in Waking them believe they faw ſomething 
move on the top of the balluftrade, The joke havin 
thus taken, Quin and his companion withdrew, Went af 

(ted the evening at the Half:mann taverns in Ohea p⸗ 

ge, aid . elf retur between twelve and ene, 
the erawd (till remained in eager expectation of the 
ghoſt's arrival, 


Charley „Emperor of Germany, paſſing onee by a 
village of Arragon, on Kaſter-day, a perſun met him, 
who, according to the cuſtom of the country, was crowns» 
ed Paſchal King, and ſaid, gravely to him,—Sir, it is [ 
a' am king, — Much good may it do you, ſays the Empe - 
ror as gravely ; you have choſen a troubleſome employment, 


A philoſopher and a wit were croſſing from Harwich to 
Holland, and a high ſwell riſing, the philoſopher ſeemed 
under great apprehenſions leſt he ſhould go to the bottom, 
— Why, obſerved the wit, that will ſuit your gentus to a tit- 
tle; as for my part, you know [ am only for ſkimming the ſur- 
face of things, 


Mr. Pope, who, notwithſtanding his diminutive and 
misſhapen figure, was not a little vain of his perſon, 
having aſked Swift what rue thought of him ln Ire- 
land: Why, ſaid Swift, they think you are a very little 
man, but a very great poet, —Pope retorted with ſome 
acrimony,—T hey think the very reverſe of you in England. 


It 
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u (5 related of Mr, Addifon, who theugh an elegant 
uffier; was 400 diffident of himfelf ever te thine as + 
public fpeaker, that at the time of debating the Union 
Not in the Houſe of Commons, he role up, and addret- 
ling himſelf to the Speaker, faid, Mr, Speaker, J eoncelys 
but could go na farther ;—then riling again, he laid, 
Mr, Speaker, | conceive—Still unable to proceed he lat 
down again. A third time he aroſe, and was ſtill una-: 
ble to ſay any thing more than—-Mr, Spealer, I conceive ; 
-—when a certain young member, who was poſſeſſed of 
more effrontery and volubility, aroſe and ſaid, Mr. 
Speaker, I am very forty to find that the Honourable Gentle- 
man over the way has conceived three times, and brought 
forth nothing. | 

A certain genius, who had more wit than prudence, 
could not avoid obſerving the great attachment his pa 
tron's lady had to the yociforous bawling vulgarly called 
ſcolding ; and in one of his ſcribbling moods he penned 
an ode to a vixen, which he thought ſo good a piece, that” 
he could not refrain ſhewing it to his friend, who was 
greatly pleaſed with the thought, and deſired a copy. 
Why ſhould you want a copy, fir, replied the wit, when you 
have been ſo long in poſſeſſion of the original, 


An Iriſhman being in company, was joked on the in- 
accuracy of their talk and their frequent blunders in 
converſation : To which he replied, he thought the pope 
had miſplaced their tongue as well as their legs, which 
were unuſually titckeſt at bottom. 


A Scotch clergyman, whoſe wife was a deſcendant of 
the farnous Xantippe, in going through a courſe of lec - 
tures on the Revelations of St. John, imbibed from this 
obſtruſe writer an opinion that the ſex had no ſouls, and 
were incapable of future puniſhment, It was no ſooner 
known in the country, that he maintained this doctrine, 
than he was ſummoned before a preſbytery of his brethren, 
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tw be dealt With according t6 his delinquency, When be 
4ppeared at the bar, they aſked him, if he really held fa 
lwretienl an opinion, He told them plaiyly that he did, 
On deliring to be informed of his reaton for fa doing 
I the Revelation of dt. John the diving, (aid hey you if ll 
find this pajſage, and there was ſilence in heaven for ab: ut 
ta!f an hour, Now I appeal to all of you, whether that 
could have happened, had there been any women there ; 
and charity forbids us to imagine that they were in a 
worſe place: thereby it follows, that they have no im- 
mortal part, and are exempted from being actountable 
ſor all the nviſe and diſturbance they have raiſed in 
this world, 


A Roman Catholic gentleman went a partridge · ſnoot 
ing along with a proteſtant neighbour of his on his faſt-day ; 
they were driven about noon, by a thunder-ſtorm, to a 


„„ 


little public-houte, wnere they could ser NVining ww ws 
but ſorne. bacon and eggs, The good Catholic had a 
tender conſcience, and would eat nothing but eggs; the 
Proteſtant, his companion, who was one of your good ſort 
of people, ſaid, there could be no harm in his eating a 
bit of bacon with his eggs ; that bacon could not be called 
fleſh ; that it was no more than a red-herring ; it is fiſh, as 
one may ſay. So the Catholic took a bit of baceyg with his 
eggs: But juſt as he had put it into his mouth, there came 


a moſt tremendous clap of thunder ; upon which the poor 


Catholic ſlipped it down upon his plate again, mutterin 
to himſel{—What a noiſe here is about a bit of bacon ! 
He fooliſhly fancied now, the ſin was in his eating the 
bacon, No ſuch matter: it was his want of faith. He 
had not a proper faith in his own ſuperſtitious principles, 


Dean Swift uſed to ſay—1 hate Lent ; I hate different 
diets, and frumity with butter, and herb porridge, and 
the ſour devout faces of people who only put on religion 
for ſeven weeks, | 


A bar 


* 


| 
| 
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A barber who generally ſhaves for a penny, and had late- 
ly the good fortune to marry a handſome wife, with a 
trifle of money, happened to call in at a neighbour's, who 
keeps a ſchool; the children at that time were reading 
their leſſon, and one of the boys coming to the following 
paſſage in the New Teſtament, viz. It ts eaſter for a ca- 
mel to paſs through the eye of a needle, than Hr a nick 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven; the barber 
ſuddenly ſtarted and turned pale, and with tears cried out, 
If that is the caſe, the Lord have mercy upcn me, what ill 
become of my poor ſoul ! 


| Curious Sign Peſt in the Country. 
BEARDS TAKIN OF AND REGISTURD ! 
BY ISAAC FAC-TOTUM. 


Barber, Peri-wig-maker, Surgon, Pariſh clark, School-maſter, 
Blackſmith, and Man- widi ie. 


Shaves for a penne, cuts hare for two-penſe, and oyld 
and powdird into the bargin. Young ladys genteely 
edicated in reding, righting, &c. Lamps lited by the yere 
or quarter, Young gentlemen alſo taut there grammer 
langwage in the neateſt maner, and great kear takan of 
their morels and ſpelin. Alſo, ſalm ſinging and horſe 
ſhewing by the real maker ! likewiſe makes and mends all 
forts of Butes and ſhoes, teches the Ho boy and Jews 
harp, cuts corns, bledes and bliſters on the loweſt terms ; 
gliſters and purgins at a penne a peace, Cowtillions and 
other dances taut at hoam and abrode. Alſo, deals hole- 
ſale and-retale—Pirfumary in all its branchis. Sells all 
ſorts of ſtationary wair, together with blacking balls, red 


herrins, gingerbred and cole, Scrubbin bruſhes, treycle, 
mouce 
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mouce traps, and other ſweetmetes. Likewiſe, godfathers 
cordal, rutes, tatoes, ſaſſages, and other gardin ſtuff, 
with the beſt tobacca by the ream, quire or ſingle ſheat, 
and ſo on. 

P. S. I teaches joggrefy, and them out-landiſh kind of 
things. A bawl on Wenſdays, and Frydays. All pir- 


formed (God willin) 
By Me, ISAA FAC-TOTUM. 
N. B. Alſo, likewiſe, bewary of counterfeits; for ſuch is 
abrode. 

* * This the only origanel enventor of that famouſeſt 
licker ſo much in woge called cuckholds cumfert or arts 
heaſe—If you wont believe me—ax the landlord and he 
will give you a glaſs o taſte—but you mult give him the 


money for it firſt, 


At the time the famous Jew Bill was debating in the 
Houſe of Commons Mr. Pelham finding the arguments 
running ſtrongly againſt him, and that Mr. L , who 
had a very happy method of delivery, had made no ſmall 
impreſſion by his laſt harangue, roſe up and told the fol- 
lowing ſtory.—“ I remember (ſaid he) travelling a few 
years ago, in Somerſetſhire, with two ladies who were 
liſters. We were in a very eaſy carriage, —the roads 
were remarkably good, —and we went on particularly 
pleaſant, Notwithſtanding this, one of the ladies was in 
continual terro crying out at every little jolt, —* O, 
dear fir, we ſhall be over !—We ſhall certainly be kill- 
ed !—] wiſh I had never ventured on this journey !— 
Bleſs me! there again !—well, we ſhall poſitively never 
get out alive.'—Finding this lady fo extremely timorous 
and apprehenſive, I enquired of her ſiſter whether the 
coachman was a ſober man, and underſtood his buſineſs. 
To which I was an{wered,—* She had never ſeen him 
intoxicated, —that he had driven them for many years, 
without any accident having ever happened, —and that 
there was not a more able coachman in the whole country, 
I then enquired if he was acquained with the road ? To 


this I was alſo anſwered, —* Nobody knew it better, and 
that 
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that he had driven them thats very road, at leoſt fiſts 
times. Theſe informations made me greatly aſtoniſhed 
at the lady's terrors, which not only continued, but 
leemed much increaſed. Her ſiſter, perceiving my ſur- 
prize at her behaviour, delired me-=to make myſelf quite 
eaſy, for that her ſiſter was really under no apprehenſions ; 
but that fancying herſelf peſſeſed of an agreeable vice jhe 
took every opportunity of hearing tt, 


Sir John Barber had a ſon, whoſe reſemblance to his 
father was but very faint. In a courſe of extravagance, 
| he had tired himſelf of this kingdom; and as it was 

likewiſe the falien to travel, he accordingly demanded 
an audience of Sir John, to whom he communicated his 
intention, aud aſked the Knight's aſſiſtance to enabbe 
him to perform it in tate. I wiſh, added he, for nothing 
more, than an opportunity of ſeeing the world. Sir 
John liltened to him with great attention, and replied, 
Indeed, Jack, I am nuch pleaſed with your intention, 
and have not the leaſt objection to your travelling and 
Jeeing the world, provided the world could nt fee you, 


Soon after the acceſſion of King James to the crown of 
England, in cne of the t-urs he made round his king- 
dom, he was entertained by the Earl of Scarborough, at 
his ſeat at Lumley Caſtle, A right reverend biſhop, a 
relation of his lordſhip, who was there n a viſit at the 
ſame time, thinking, no doubt, to poſſels his Majeſty 
with a grand idea of the importance of the ſamily of his 
noble relative, began to make his Majeſty acquainted 
with a genealogical detail of every perſon who had exiſted 
in a long continued line of his lordſhip's progenitors, 
and attempted to deduce the origin of the family from 
a period fo remote, that it exceeded every degree of cre- 
dibility, The King, whoſe patience was at length quite 
exhauſted, ſtopped ſhort the reverend genealogiſt's narra- 
tion, by ſaying, Dear Sir —go no farther ;—let me digeſt 
thts knmuledge I have gained ;— for, upen my honour, I never 
knew before that Adam's ſurname was Lumley, 1 
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The late Dr. Stukeley, one day by appointment, paid 
a viſit to Sir Iſaac Newton. The ſervant ſaid he was in 
bis ſtudy, No one was permitted to diſturb him there ; 
but as it was near his dinner-time, the vititor fat down 
to wait for him. In a ſhort time, a boiled chicken, un- 
der a cover was brought in for dinner. An hour paſſed, 
and Sir Iſaac did not appear. The Doctor then ate 
the fowl; and, covering up the empty dilh, deſired the 
ſervant to get another drelled for his maſter, Before that 
was ready, the great man came down. He apologized 
for his delay, and added,—Give me but leave to tahe my 


ſhort dinner, and 1 ſhall be at your ſervice, I am fatigued 


and faint, —Saying this, he liſted up the cover, and, with- 
out any emotion, turned about to Stukoley witha ſmile, See, 
he ſays, what we /{udious people are If forgot that I had dined, 


No man would ſubmit to the payment of taxes, if he 
knew how, conliſtently with the duty of a good ſubject, 
he could poſſibly avoid it; and though an Engliſhman, 


vpprelied as he is with a ſtill increaling catalogue of 


national burthens at Jome, may conſent to bear them 
without much murmur, as being an unavoidable effect 
of the embarraſſment of the ſtate, yet his very foul 
revolts at every impolition in the form of taxation, to 
which he may find himlelf expoſed by the deſpottc po- 
lice of a foreign porver—a power eſpecially, which he hs 
always been taught to conlider as the natural enemy of R 
country, and the determined ſubverter of all its deareſt intereſts. 


The late Lord Cheſterfield happened to be at a route 
in France, where Voltaire was one of the gueſts, Cheſ- 
terfield ſeemed to be gazing about the brilliant circle of 
ladies, when Voltaire thus accoſted him :—My Lord, I 
know you are a judge; which are more beautiful, the Englijh 
or French. ladies ?—Upn my word, replied his Lord(hip, 
with his uſual preſence of mind, I am no cennotyeur in 
paintings, —Some time after this, Voltaire being in Lon- 
1 to be at a nobleman's rout with Lord 
Cheſterfield. A lady in company, prodigiouſly painted, 
directed her whole diſcourſe to Voltaire, and entirely en- 


groſſed 


groſſed his converſation. Cheſterfield came up, and tap- 
ped him on the ſhoulder, ſaying, Sir, take care, you are 

not captivated, My Lord, replied the French wit, I ſcorn 
to be taken by an Englyh bettom under French colcurs, 


One night before the publication of his Shakeſpeare, 
Dr. Johnſon ſupped with ſome friends in the Temple, 
who kept him up, eu, loth, ti!l paſt five the next morn- 
ing. Much pleaſantry was pafling on the ſubje& of 
commentatorſhip; when, all on a ſudden, the doctor, 
looking at his watch, cried out, —T kis is ſport to you, gen- 
tlemen; but you do not conſider that there are at moſt ceny 
four hours between me and criticiſm, ; 


When Columbus, aſter having diſcovered the Weſtern 
hemiſphere, was, by order of the King of Spain, btought 
home from America in chains, the captain of the ſhip, 
who was intimately acquainted with his character, his 
knowledge, and abilities, offered to free him from his 
ſetters, and make his paſſage as agreeable as poſlible, 
But Columbus rejected his friendly offer, ſaving.— ir, / 
thank you 5 but theſe chains are the rewards and honcur for 
my ſervices, from my Aing, whom I ave ſerved as faithfully 
as my Cod: and as fuch I will carry them with me to ny 
grade. 


Some years ago, a farmer, who lived near the ſeat of 
a naval Duke, not over fond of cluſe quarters and great 
guns, made complaint thot his Grace and ſervants rode 
over his fields, which they conſiderably damaged; and 
told his Grace that he was very ſorry he ſhould have any 
reaſon to complain, The Duke, in a haughty and con- 
temptuous manner replied—-\hat do you mean, fir, by in- 
terrupting me in this manner ? [ and my ſervants Mall ride ever 
them azain,—The farmer, aſtoniſhed at ſuch unſatisſac- 
tory anſwer, ſaid, —l am very ſorry, my Lord Duke, that 
I muſt take ſome method to keep your Grace and ſervants off : 
—|['l put a French man of war juſt at the entrance of the field. 
The poor Duke walked off without returning any anſwer, 
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